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_ No-Conscription Campaign 
Launched 


NATIONAL OPPOSITION TO SCHEME 


“Encroachmenis on 


Liberty Must Be 


Resisted” 


says HAROLD BING 


Sponsor of the P.P.U. 


MONSCRIPTION is a preparation for war 

and for the Totalitarian State. All 
those who believe in peace and freedom 
must do their best to resist it 

Governmental » ee 
tyranny is on the | : 
increase everywhere. | 
And Government, as 
we know it today, is 
primarily the or- 
ganized political 
power of those who 
hold economic power. & 

We cannot hope for | 

real peace and free- | 

dom until we have |} 

ended economic}. 
monopoly power and ; 
particularly land 

monopoly which lies 

at the root of it. ail 

But in the meantime we should resist any 
further encroachments on what remains 
of individual liberty. 

As the officer prosecuting a CO at a 
court martial during the War of 1914-1918 
was obliged to admit, “ There is no free- 
dom in the army.” Therefore if we are all 
enrolled in the army, clearly it is the twi- 
light of freedom—if not the complete 
darkness. Let us resist its introduction 
while there is yet time. 


By LAURENCE HOUSMAN, 
Sponsor of the P.P.U. 


OR modern war conscription is neces- 
sary; therefore those who believe in 

war must accept conscription. It is futile 
to oppose conscription unless you also 
oppose war. 

The pacifist opposes 
war, therefore he 
opposes conscription; 
he_ should also oppose 
anything which is de- 
vised to make con- 
scription easier; ani 
if he believes that a 
National Register 
(whether voluntary 
or compulsory) is in- 
tended to make con- 
scription easier he 
should oppose it. 

All compulsion to 
render personal ser- 
vice which is a violation of conscience is a 
departure from true democracy in the 
direction of fascism; and even compulsion 
to render service which is not a violation 
of conscience may be a trap devised to 
make resistance to military conscription 
more difficult. 
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THAT WILL 


*“ MAKE US 


READY FOR WAR ” 


O 


N the eve of the opening of the Government’s National 
Service campaign the No Conscription League launched, at 
an Emergency Convention in the Conway Hall, London, 


last Sunday, a nation-wide agitation to warn the nation that 
the Register was the first open step towards industrial and 


military conscription. 


The Prime Minister’s broadcast on Monday (‘It is a scheme 
to make us ready for war’’), the Albert Hall rally addressed by 
Sir John Anderson and Mr. Herbert Morrison and the issue of the 
Provisional Schedule of Reserved Occupations on Tuesday, and 
the issue of the first batch of National Service Handbooks on 
Wednesday, indicate the determined and intensive nature of the 
“drive” the Government is to make. 

With the whole Government machine, the radio, the news- 
reels and the Press behind it, the scheme has been thrust on the 


people. 


The No Conscription League—to which many of the Sponsors 


of the Peace Pledge 
lead in exposing an 
regimentation of the nation. 


Uajon have given their support—has taken the 
ABsisting this transparent effort to effect the 


Below we give a full report of the Convention, and on this and 
other pages we publish further representative opinions on the 


League and its purpose. 


See “ The Editor’s Point of View,” page 6. 


Political Opposition 
Launched 


A STRONG political movement to 
oz oppose the National Register, as a 
move toward conscription, was given a 
great send-off at a representative delegate 
convention in the Conway Hall, London, 
on Sunday. 


Organized at only eight days’ notice by 
the provisional committee of the No Con- 
scription League—itself barely a fortnight 
old—the convention numbered some 300 
delegates and over 100 individual members. 


More than a hundred of the delegates 
were from branches of the Women’s Co- 
operative Guild, more than fifty from the 
Independent Labour Party, and 44 from 
groups of the Peace Pledge Union. Dele- 
gates came from far and near—from 
Bristol, Southampton, and Southend 
(where branches of the No Conscription 
League have already been formed), from 
Cardiff (where steps have been taken to 
form an ad hoc committee to organize a 
local branch), and from places as far away 
as Nelson—and there were two Scottish 
Socialist Party delegates. 


The following resolution was passed 
unanimously : 


This convention believes that the national 
register will lead to conscription, and to the loss 
of civil and industrial liberties. ; 

It therefore welcomes the stand which many 
trade union, Labour, and cooperative organiza- 
tions have already taken in \their refusal to 
participate in the schemes of national recruiting 
and registration, and calls upon all working 
class and’ democratic organizations to join in 
political opposition to the National or any other 
Government's plans for military and industrial 
conscription. 


_It approves the formation of the No Conscrip- 

tion League, and requests the provisional 
committee to maintain and develop the work 
and organization of the league until such time 
as a representative national convention can be 
summoned, and pledges its fullest support to 
the league in prosecution of a national campaign 
against conscription. 


Messages were read from the president 
of Bradford Trades Council, from the Lan- 
cashire and Cheshire quarterly meeting of 
the Society of Friends, from Mr. W. Bal- 
lantine (chairman of the No Conscription 
League), who was unable to be present, 
and Miss Rose Simpson (hon. secretary), 


Trades and Labour 
Opposition 
Grows 


In addition to the Trades and 
Labour organizations announced in 
last week’s Peace News, we have 
received news of the refusal of the 
following organizations to aid the 
National Register campaign: 

National Union of Railwaymen, 

Associated Society of Locomotive 

Engineers and Firemen, 

South Wales Miners’ Federation, 

Shop Assistants’ Union, and 
the Trades Councils of 

Manchester Leicester 
Leeds Derby 
Sheffield Barking 
Norwich Lowestoft 

Twenty Trade Union branches and 
sixteen Trades Councils and Labour 
Parties were represented at the No 
Conscription League convention on 
Sunday. 


who was prevented from attending by a 
speaking engagement. 

Mrs, Pavitt, of the Women’s Cooperative 
Guild, presided. 

Moving the resolution, James H. Hudson 
recalled the parallel action of the authori- 
ties during the Great War, starting with 
the National Registration Act—which they 
said had nothing to do with conscription— 
and. leading eventually to conscription. 

“ We believe,” he said, “ faced with this 


(Continued on back page) 


“Register 1s Step 
Towards 


Totalitarianism” 


says WILFRED WELLOCK 


Sponsor of the PPU; No 


Conscription League 
Most members of the PPU are greatly 
exercised in mind over the issue of 
National Registration. 

I think it is first of all necessary to 
m realise what is in- 
volved in registra- 
tion. We need above 
# all things to keep in 
mind the fact that it 
is a scheme for the 
effective carrying on 

of war. 

But war is not the 
only danger which 
lurks in the Registra- 
tion scheme; it will 
be a step towards 

s) totalitarianism, and 

it will lead to, and 

not prevent, conscrip- 
e fea tion. 

Modern war involves the complete 
organization of the State. Given air war- 
fare there is no escape from conscription, 
and totalitarianism in the last resort. Even 
now the people are confronted with the 
threat; either do voluntariJy what the 
totalitarian States are doing or we shall 
conscript you! 


WAR NOW DECIDING FACTOR 
IN LIFE 

In other words, we have arrived at a 
position where war has become the central 
fact in the life of the nation. It controls 
financial allocations, determines the rela- 
tive importance of occupations, and claims 
an ever-increasing right of control over the 
individual. 

Thus every crisis is used to increase the 
power of the Government over the com- 
munity. After the September crisis poli- 
tical parties and even some peace organiza- 
tions clamoured for more PROTECTION, 
meaning more efficient ARP and a big in- , 
crease in bombing planes. 

Thus from ARP in small doses we even- 
tually got a demand for 100 percent effec- 
tiveness, demands for more and more 
bombing planes in the sacred name of 
DEFENCE, then open consent to National 
Registration, and now Billeting Registra- 
tion without so much as a by-your-leave. 

Moreover, given conscription, and after- 
wards an economic crisis, we shall waken 
one morning to discover that what is tanta- 
mount to a fascist regime is in operation. 
The regimentation of the nation, over a 
number of years, will have done its work. 

We are thus confronted with a “ pro- 
cess,” every stage of which involves the 
end—conscription, fascism, and war. It is 
not enough to isolate each demand and to 
say that this or that is not war work. 


POINTS TO STRESS 

In my view, the most important points 
to stress are: 

1. In the circumstances of modern warfare, 
when the entire population is open to attack, 
there is no escape from these demands if we 
accept war at all. 

2. War, with all its adjuncts, springs in the 
main from the pursuit of selfish national ends, 
such as the monopolies which are fostered by 
imperialism; and thus the fight for peace includes 
fighting for the conditions which are necessary 
to peace. 

3. After that, we must decide our own indivi- 
dual attitude to the process of war preparation, 
which now masquerades as DEFENCE, 

Now while admitting that none of us 
can be wholly consistent in regard to not 
assisting the process of war preparation, I 
am convinced that I, as a pacifist, ought to 
refuse to become a cog in the war machine. 

I am fully aware in saying this that 

(Continued on col. 4, page 8) 
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= PEACE 


NEWS 


Sir Henry Page Croft replies to his Gritics 


“We Must Not Betray 


the Colonies” 


WRITING in your issue of January 6, 

Mr. Lansbury states that if peace is 
to be preserved “we must give up the 
Colonies,” but he fails to explain that if 
Great Britain were to walk out of the 
Colonies, as sure as the sun will rise to- 
morrow, the “Have-not” countries which 
Mr. Lansbury seeks to placate, will then 
walk in. 


Although he claims, with a sincerity 
which we all admit, that it is in pursuit of 
Christian aims that he makes his sug- 
gestion, it is, nevertheless, hard to believe 
that it would be truly Christian to leave 
the inhabitants of the colonial territories 
weak, undefended and a prey to the 
martial races. 


Mr. Lansbury, however, is apparently 
desirous of bringing colonial territories 
under “international guidance” and pre- 
sumably this means under the auspices of 
the League of Nations or some similar 
body. 


Unhappily, we have the experience of 
Abyssinia before us when, with the ex- 
ception of Great Britain, no single country 
in the League was prepared to move one 
ship or soldier in its defence under their 
Covenant obligations. To suggest that 
these same nations would nevertheless be 
prepared to defend any colony which was 
put under the flimsy protection of “ inter- 
national guidance” is to ignore' the positive 
facts of the situation. 


Markets and Resources 


Mr’ Lansbury further asks us to declare 
our willingness to “share the use of terri- 
tories, markets and national resources,” 
but he is perfectly well aware’ that, with 
few exceptions, the markets of the British 
Colonial Empire are open to all countries 
and that foreign countries have greatly in- 
creased their share of these markets, com- 
pared to the share of Great Britain, both 
in imports and exports, whilst the natural 
resources of the Colonial Empire are 
equally available to every country in the 
world since there are no restrictions on 
exports. Even in the few cases where a 
small preference is granted to British im- 
ports, such preferences do not unduly limit 
foreign imports as is proved by the great 
comparative increase in foreign trade 
which is in itself a refutation of any sug- 
gestion of selfish exploitation. 


Internecine warfare, throughout British 
Colonial territory, has ceased since Britain 
assumed responsibility and at the same 
time there is no sign of military coercion 
since the defence forces are reduced ta an 
absolute minimum, the number of soldiers 
and police employed throughout the whole 
of these vast native areas under British 
rule being but a small fraction of the num- 
ber employed in all other countries of the 
world. 


No Surrender 


Your Communist contributor makes it 
quite clear that he desires to see Soviet 
principles established in the British Colon- 
ial Empire, but your readers will appre- 
ciate that this would mean the end of all 
freedom or of any rossible advance toward 
democratic institutions and I think most 
of us would resist handing over British 
Colonies or Mandates to a totalitarian sys- 
tem, the most brutal exponent of which is 
Communism on the Russian military 
model. 

Whilst Lord Sanderson would hand back 
the British Mandated territories to Ger- 
many most of your correspondents are 
hostile to this proposal, and Mr. William 


WHITGFHALL THEATRE — WHI 6692 
Evenings, 8.30. Matinees, Wed. & Sat. 2.30 


GLORIOUS MORNING 


by Norman MacOwan 


OVER 250 PERFS. OF THIS FAMOUS PLAY., 
NOW TO BE SEEN AT 


1] / 6 to 6/ 3 Rigas traeeoonsete 


Harrison wisely declares that: ‘The 
African peoples in the Caribbean posses- 
sions of the Crown, as well as in all] sections 


of Africa, are unalterably opposed to 
schemes for internationalization of the 
colonies.” 


It is thus clear that even the extreme 
apostles of pacifism and surrender are com- 
pletely at variance in their proposed solu- 
tion of the colonial question which appears 
to be an additional reason why Great 
Britain should continue to grant her pro- 
tection in order that these Colonies may 
ultimately work out their future with 
gradual progress toward self-government, 
and preserve that freedom and_ justice 
which has been introduced to them by the 
mother of democracies, rather than that 
they should be handed over to the un- 
speakable horrors of Communism or to 
regimentation by Nazi or Fascist systems. 

To sum up, Mr. Lansbury and most of 
your contributors appear to think that all 
conquered countries or those owned by 
others than their original: inhabitants must 
be handed back te their indigenous 
natives or placed under International con- 
trol. 

This is a large order for it means the end 
of the Jewish claims in Palestine (where, 
pace Miss Freda White, the Arabs and Jews 
have multiplied exceedingly under British 
“guidance.”), 

Schleswig-Holstein and Austria must be 
handed over by Germany; Canada must 


revert to the Red Indians, and Australia to 
the Aborigines; South Africa to Hottentot 
and Kaffir, and exit the United States from 
the map. Scotland and Wales must be 
divorced from British rule, and, indeed. is 
there a country in the world, of which the 
whole or part must not revert from the 
domination of conquerors back to the indi- 
genous native if he can be discovered? 


The Future 


This is a remarkable future which Paci- 
fists hoid out, but may a perplexed inquirer 
ask how any such policy whatever date you 
start from, can possibly lead to anything 
but perpetual war? 


Ferhaps I wrong your correspondents 
and what they really mean is that it is 
their country and theirs alone which has 
sinned and exploited, and that Japan in 
Australasia. and Canada, Germany in 
Africa and Italy in India would more 
worthily lead mankind to the millennium. 


Certainly, if their evidence were true, 
they could not bring a more powerful in- 
dictment against British democracy and 
al] that their countrymen have stoad for or 
attempted, for they appear to be inspired 
with the belief, “my country always 
wrong.’ After 35 years’ study of British 
achievements in the Empire, personal] con- 
nexions with Colonial development and 
very considerable travel over many of 
these territories, I beg profoundly to differ. 


January 27, 1939 


—Pacifism in the— 
Police Force 


ACIFIST thought is gradually 
penetrating and permeating the, 
consciousness of the country. 

This is shown by the following 
extract from an article in the Daily 
Express dealing with the training of 
“Courtesy Cops” :— 

“Yes,” said Sergeant Steele, “and 
if, after you offered him advice, he 
said, ‘Mind your own business,’ just 
add, ‘All right, that is all I have to 
say.’ 

“Don't ever get annoyed because 
he is. Be even more polite. Then 


his conscience will prick him. He 
will be polite next time.” 


Armed “Peace” Is War 


A motion that “Peace with a cudgel in 
hand is war” was passed by eleven votes 
to six in a recent debate organized by the 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne Law Students’ 
Society. 

Supporting the motion, Mr. T. D. Waugh 
asserted that there would always be war 
and the possibility of war so long as nations 
were armed. 

Mr. R. R. F. MacLennan, for the opposi- 
tion, instanced the policeman’s truncheon 
as a cudgel in modern society to maintain 
order. He said that when Mussolini 
marched on Abyssinia war came not from 
the fact that peace had a cudgel, “but 
because power and the machinery to speak 
in those terms were lacking.” 


United Christian Pacifist Service 

A United Service of Christian Pacifist Witness, 
arranged by the Kentish Town group of the 
Fellowship of Reconciliation, was held in Trinity 
Presbyterian Church, Kentish Town Road, fol- 
lowing the usual evening service on Sunday. it 
was conducted by the Minister, the Rev. Eric 
Philip, supported by the Vicar of Kentish Town 
Parish Church, the Rev. Edgar J. Bentley, and 
the Methodist Minister, the Rev. George H. 
Daniels. “a can) 

Mr. Philip, who gave the address, shqwe.. how 
Jesus refused to accept control of the kingdoms 
of the world by submission to Satan. | No cause, 
however just and right, could be served or 
defended by the devilish methods of warfare, 


From the Editor’s Notebook 


Old G.O.s Meet Again 


: Death 


of Two Stalwarts: Labour 


Candidate Resigns 


APART from the unpleasantly ominous 

* similarity between today and 1914— 
the sinking feeling one gets at the thought 
that such history can be allowed to re- 
peat itself—the formation of the No Con- 
scription League on Sunday had its more 
pleasant aspect in the bringing together 
of old comrades of the No Conscription 
Fellowship. 

On the platform in Conway Hall were 
the former hon. secretary and acting caair- 
man of the fellowship—Fenner Brockway 
and Alfred Salter respectively. In the 
body of the hall were many who were just 
“yank-and-filers” in the movement. 

But one of the most interesting reunions 
(not, of course, by any means the first 
since those days) was when Jimmy Hudson, 
sitting’on the platform, spotted in the hall 
the Mayor of Nelsan—Dick Bland to 
Jimmy. They knew each other as cell 
neighbours when serving their terms as 
conscientious objectors, and many were the 
clandestine conversations they carried on. 
Once they were both put on bread and 
water for it. 


Edeare Grubb 


WHILE these old comrades were living 

* again, in more senses than one, their 
war-time experiences, one to whom very 
many in those days owed a great deal of 
their courage lay dying in his home at 
Letchworth. The following night Edward 
Grubb passed away. 

A leading member of the Society of 
Friends, Edward Grubb was treasurer of 
the No Conscription Fellowship. He was 
over 60 when the NCF came into being, but 
he was a great stand-by to the absolutists. 
For while younger men wavered, even 
older men drove youngsters to horrors they 
themselves were safe from, men like 
Edward Grubb and William «Littleboy 
(whose nephew, Wilfrid E. Littleboy, is 
today an encouragement to Peace Pledge 
Union members and other’ pacifists in 
Birmingham and elsewhere) were a great 
inspiration to the young men whose faith 
public opinion did its best to destroy. 


Nor was Edward Grubb one-of the men 
who “stayed at home” to * do his bit” in 
the pacifists’ own fight for the rights of 
conscience. He was on the streets and at 
meetings, and was fined for distributing 
literature. He was for refusing to pay the 
fine, and consequently joining his com- 
rades in prison. But Friends would not 
let him, and paid the fine for him. 


Miss Mawson 
ANOTHER active supporter of the NCF 


who has recently died (at the age of 
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£1,000 Gift for 
Refugee Fund 


N announcement that £1,000 had 
been received from an “ anony- 
mous” member toward the Jewish 
Refugee Fund of the Oxford City group 
of the Peace Pledge Union was made at 
the group’s annual general meeting. 

It was followed by a resolution to the 
effect that this amount should be given 
to the local Mayors Committee for 
Jewish Refugees for administration. 
The local Mayor is a PPU member. 

Other offers of money and hospitality 
were also reported at the meeting, 
which is reported on page 10. 
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89) was Miss Elizabeth Cameron Mawson, 
of Newcastle-upon-Tyne. She was a con- 
stant friend of pacifists—particularly in the 
North-East—for many years and gave fre- 
quent and generous financial help in their 
work, 

‘ Even during the Boer War Miss Mawson 
was active as a member of the executive 
of the Gateshead “Stop the War ” move- 
ment. After the Great War (during which 
she also helped the Fellowship of Recon- 
¢iliation), she concentrated her efforts on 
the No More War Movement, of which she 
was the local president from its inception. 


: Peave ‘News \(ffices, 
3,, Blackstock . Road. 
London; N.4 


Her helping hand, which made possible 
(and successful) much of the pacifist work 
accomplished by the movement both 
locally and nationally, as especially appre- 
ciated when it enabled action to be taken 
in emergencies. 


Mary Gamble 


GROUPS of the Peace Pledge Union 

which are fortunate enough to secure 
Miss Mary Gamble to speak at their meet- 
ings should know that she can no longer 
be announced as a prospective parlafnen- 
tary candidate. In a statement to the 
press, the Tamworth Divisional Labour 
Party reports that, with regret, Miss 
Gamble has asked it to accept her rozigna- 
tion as its candidate. 

She has felt obliged to take this step (the 
statement adds) as she is a convinced pacifist, 
and does not at present find it possible to accept 
in full the official attitude of the Labour Party 
on foreign affairs. Believing all wars, even those 
fought against dictator countries, to be the 
greatest crime humanity can commit, Miss 
Gamble has felt compelled to put pacifism in the 
forefront of her programme, and does not con- 
sider it would be fair to the local party to 
continue as their candidate without their whole- 
hearted support of her policy. 

A keen socialist and an ardent follower of Mr. 
George Lansbury, Miss Gamble has found her 
work in the Tamworth division during the last 
fifteen months of real value and interest. 


H. S. M. 


PRINTING and PUBLICITY 


W. J. FOWLER & SON, LTD. 


245-7, CRICKLEWOOD BROADWAY, 
LONDON, N.W.2. 


e« « »© « « GLAdstone 1234. 
5 - ‘ 


Peace 


Telephone : 


100% Members Pledge Union. 


MEAT EATING INVOLVES CRUELTY ! 


Why not try The Vegetarian Way? 
Free literature, including Recipes, from 

THE VEGETARIAN SOCIETY, . 

57, Princess Street, Manchester, 2. 


ly 
i 


i 
1 
| 


January 27, 1939 


REFORMS NEEDED 
IN W. INDIES 


Workers’ Proposals for 
Royal Commission 


SEVERAL resolutions. containing sugges- 

tions for the Royal Commission inquir- 
ing into conditions in the West Indies were 
adopted at a special conference of the 
British Guianese and West Indian Labour 
Congress, held in Port of Spain, Trinidad. 


The conference drew up a memorandum 
comprising a draft Bill for the creation and 
governance of a Federated West Indies, to 
be laid before the Royal Commission. 
Other resolutions contained: 


A call to the Royal Commission to recommend 
granting of self-government with adult suffrage 
to the West Indian Colonies; 


Agreement to the principle of the nationaliza- 
tion of the sugar industry and a suggestion to 
the Royal Commission of legislation in the West 
Indian Colonies providing for: 


(a) Purchase by Government of large sugar 
estates for redistribution among peasants on 
easy terms of sale; 

(b) Prohibition of ownership by a single 
individual, firm, or company, of sugar estates 
of more than 50 acres; 

(c) Ownership by Government alone of all 
sugar factories; 

(d) Establishment of a single Government 
purchasing agency for sugar in each colony, 
such agency to be sole sugar exporters; 


A suggestion to the Royal Commission to 
recommend that any increased preference 
granted to the sugar industry in the West Indies 
shall be granted by the Imperial Government on 
condition that such preference be given as to 
10 percent to employers of workers on sugar 
estates and as to 90 percent to the cane farmers 
and factory workers by way of increased wages 
and pay; 

Request to the Royal Commission to recom- 
mend establishment of cooperative marketing of 
cocoa, rice and other agricultural products; 

Recommendation that all essential utility 
Services should be owned by the State or 
municipality; and 

Suggestion to tne Royal Commission to recom- 
mend legislation in the colonies providing for: 
old-age pensions; national health insurance; un- 
employment insurance; penalties for unfair 
labour practices; 44-hour work without reduc- 
tions in pay; minimum wage for all workers; 
workmen’s compensation; trade union law, in- 
cluding amenities and privileges similar to the 
English Act. 


University Students 
Study Peace 


At the request of Stanford (California) 


University students, Dr. Graham Stuart has 


been placed in charge of a course of inter- 
national organization for peace. 


The course aims to provide a broad sur- 
vey of the underlying causes of war, and 


the various agencies and procedures making 


for peace. 


Attention will be given to the diplomatic 
settlement of international disputes, and 


to the use of good offices, mediation, com- 


missions of inquiry, and arbitration for 
peaceful settlement. 


PEACE NEWS 


THE FUTURE : 
A French View 


OPPORTUNISM WILL NOT 
ALWAYS PREVAIL 


FTER the many shocks, political and psychological, which 
characterized the year 1938, it may well be useful to 

: summarize the situation resulting from these violent changes, 
and to extract some worth-while guidance for our future action. 


We must certainly be glad to have dis- 
covered at the time of the crisis that the 
great majority of the peoples of all coun- 
tries ardently desired that peace should be 
preserved. And the joy shown by the 
public as the immediate danger receded 
amply demonstrates the profound popular 
response to our ideals which we might 
logically expect were not people's minds 
torn between two antagonistic and contra- 
dictory desires. Everywhere the psy- 
chology of the common man reveals both a 
deep desire to avoid a new ghastly conflict 
and an equally compelling preoccupation: 
to safeguard national dignity and “strategic 
positions” national or imperial, not to 
appear to give in to pressure, &c. 

But it is just because of these divergent 
desires, which neutralize each other, that 
nations can at present made no advance 
along the path of real peace, disarmed 
peace, universal cooperation. For as long 
as minds are riveted to national interests 
and egoisms, and unwilling to recognize 
that the problem is world-wide, the most 
sincere and deep desires for peace get us 
nowhere. We must face unswervingly the 
problem of building up understanding be- 
tween the diverse human communities, 
and transcending the present oppositions 
and rivalries. 


Plight of Governments 
JF we now examine feeling in governmen- 
tal circles, we find much anxious hesita- 
tion before risking irrevocable decisions 
which would send millions to their death. 
Yet along with this prudent frame of mind, 
which we must applaud, we find, there, an 
even more obstinate faith in the military 

machine than among the peoples. 

One side hopes that the threat of over- 
whelming force will compel its opponents to 
abandon strong positions, the other that it 
will keep down the have-not, injured, and 
revengeful nations. So that while pro- 
testing daily their devotion to peace, they 
all drift toward a warlike clash, a ruthless 
mutual destruction, imminent if they con- 
tinue this course, ruinous and demoralizing 
now and promising only tragedy. 


“War ?’—Most Important 
. Question of 1939 


From Our Own Correspondent 
STAVANGER. 


tH WITHOUT claiming to be a prophet one 

can be sure that the most important 
question in 1939 will be whether Europe is 
going to slide further toward a war, be- 
cause it is this question which predomi- 
nates all other developments, economic, 
social as well as political.” 


So stated the foreign affairs commen- 
tator recently in Arbeiderbladet, the chief 
paper of the Norwegian Labour Party. He 
added: “At the turn of the year the situa- 
tion is not bright. It seems as if we can 
choose only two roads but the one is just 
as hopeless as the other. 


“Faced with the demands of German and 
Italian imperialism, the Western Powers can 
show a complete repudiation. This will increase 
the tension in Europe, involve risk of war and 
create the same desperate situation as in the 
September crisis. Or one can follow Chamber- 
lain's line, give in to the demands of the 
Fascist States in order to maintain peace. But, 
besides the fact that this policy is unpleasant 
for those who have to suffer, it is no solution, 
but only a postponement, because the Fascist 
States will just demand more and more, until 
the demands will come so close to the interests 
of the Western Powers that these no longer can 
surrender, and €Hén one has war. 


“These alternatives ... have created a strong 
difference of opinion and struggle not only 
within the Labour movement, but within all 


political parties, as we can see it most clearly 
in France. 


“The weakness of the viewpoints taken 
is that they mostly are negative. ‘Above 
all no war,’ says one school; ‘ above all no 
capitulation,’ says the other. But here as 
usually, the point is to find a positive line, 
a constructive, building peace policy. It is 
this viewpoint which is expressed in the 
demand of the Labour movement for an 
international pescte conference which 
should seek to find the solution to all the 
problems which might lead to war. 

“One of those who has worked strongest for 
this line is the Belgian socialist, Henri de Man. 
He is right in suggesting that one has to see 
the deeper causes to the estrangement in 
Europe today. One must see the economic 
causes, that the ‘haves’ and the ‘have-nots’ 
are facing each other. One must see the 
political causes that Europe created at Versailles 


canaot be maintained for ever. These are the 
problems one has to take up. 


“There are those who will reject this thought 
by saying that it is useless. But it is exactly 
this negative attitude which is so dangerous. It 
is a means which has to be tried. 


“Henri de Man wants the small Powers—he 
suggests especially the ‘Oslo States’—to take 
the initiative for such an international confer- 
ence. It must be said to be doubtful whether 
the small neutral lands can undertake such a 
task. America must take the lead here. But if 
such an initiative is to be a success, no matter 
from where it comes, it must be supported by 
the public opinion. And here, maybe, opinion 
in the North can make the greatest contribu- 
tion to veace.” 


For it is no use believing that because 
last year the conflagration was repeatedly 
postponed, the same method of opportunism 
will always prevail while rearmament con- 
tinues. Rearmament brings privation and 
misery and moreover aggravates the danger 
so that even if governments try to avoid it, 
some fanatic may precipitate the use of the 
piled-up weapons of murder, 

Once the way of destruction is taken, all 
men of importance on both sides will try 
to minimize their responsibility, crying 
“We did not want this!” But the blame 
will still be theirs. 


The Lesson of Unity 


THIS careful outline of the situation is 

not deliberately pessimistic. I would 
only draw thence the lesson for action, and 
make it more efficient. For from this 
sketch of our world situation every serious 
pacifist must deduce the need for great 
activity and every sacrifice to push on our 
work. 

The first implication seems to me that the 
scattered pacifist bodies in all countries 
should unite more closely, despite frontiers. 
Firstly because the spirit of peace can only 
lose by circumscribing itself within geo- 
graphical or political limits. Also, in this 
time when the parties representing the 
masses have betrayed their pacifist tradi- 
tions and are rallying to military force, 
cynically preparing to make use of it, it is 
our peremptory duty to provide a magnet- 
pole of supernationalism for bewildered 
minds. 

Why not our own wireless broadcasting 
set? This would give impartial news in 
any emergency instead of the imflamma- 
tory or war-biased variety. Such a centre 
could hardly be provided by pacifists of one 
nation alone, but even a few thousand in all 
countries each giving 1,000 francs (£5) an- 
nually would safely support it. It would 
help to clarify the international atmos- 
phere by getting true facts and a sane view- 
point to people who lack both. 

Besides this essential international plan 
I would suggest two others to overcome 
national exclusiveness. The first is to 
make those elements of thought and action 
that are already pacifist, internationalist, 
and anti-imperialist the basis of a real world 
unity, which would both more surely de- 
fend our ideal of peace, and be a support to 
isolated believers, wherever they are in 
danger of being crushed by the weight of 
military tradition. 

This is not meant to overlook existing but 
spasmodic contracts and cooperation, but to 
call for something more permanent, 
organized and widely publicized. Pacifists 
are a universal brotherhood, the nucleus of 
the wider brotherhood of humanity, until 
the world itself understands and creates 
this. 


The Conquest of Violence 


THE other activity, leading humanity to- 

ward the repudiation of murderous 
violence, is to open people’s eyes to the 
many means which now exist for the par- 
alysing of military or dictatorial hordes, 
without using their own methods, the age- 
long tradition of mutual massacre. 

It is tume for all to realize that to reject 
armaments by no means signifies passivity, 
resignation, slavery; for we hold in our 
hands methods which can check the nations 
or parties who wish to impose a brutal dom- 
ination hy violence and death. 

The lines of action which I have here 
tried to sketch involve a foresight trans- 
cending national boundaries and uniting 
scattered or incoherent efforts. But if we 
cannot rise to our natural task as a 
minority with vision, at the hour of final 
catastrophe it will stand against us that 
we did not do all that was possible to 
divert the world to a new path. 


JULES CHAVAT 
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NEWS FROM 


ABROAD 


PACIFISTS GET 
BUSY IN A 
BRITISH COLONY 


Having recently celebrated the first anni- 
versary of its formation, the Peace 
Pledge Union group in Hongkong was 
planning to hold its first annual meeting 
early this month. Present membership 
of the group is sixteen, but others are 
very near joining. 

Encouraged by the result of a Peace Week 
which the group held _ recently— 
described below by our Hongkong corres- 
pondent—plans for the future have just 
been laid. 


From Our Own Correspondent 


HONGKONG. 

PDURING the summer months the PPU in 

Hongkong seemed as dead as most 
other things in that hot, humid time. To- 
ward the end of September the days began 
to cool, and members began to revive a 
little and to think. The secretary, David 
Spreckley, was going home and everything 
seemed pretty hopeless. 

However, it was decided to re-awaken 
the PPU here. It was planned to hold a 
Peace Week from November 10 to 17. (The 
last day of the week, incidentally, was the 
anniversary of the inauguration of the PPU 
in Hongkong. On that day we remembered 
with gratitude the Rev. J. D. MacLean— 
now Scottish Organizer of the PPU—and 
David Spreckley, who called the first 
meeting.) 

BISHOP’S SUPPORT 

The Bishop of Hongkong gave us much 
encouragement by offering to lead the first 
meeting. A short article on the aims of 
the week was published in two church 
magazines, and a short leaflet based on the 
FEU Manifesto was distributed by mem- 

ers. 

In addition PPU literature was distri- 
buted in several churches (some also dis- 
played posters), by shops, by the two 
largest hotels, by one of the largest 
restaurants, and in the street. 

The first meeting was a pre-Armistice 
service in the porch of the Cathedral. The 
Bishop, who conducted it, spoke of the 
part fear was playing today. Though fear 
would eventually abolish war, the type of 
peace produced by fear would only leave 
a void ; therefore members of the PPU and 
others must build up, through love and 
brotherhood, the real peace visualized by 
“our beloved Dick Sheppard.” 

The rest of the meetings were held in 
a club room attached to a book shop, and 
several Chinese were among those who 
attended. The room was open to visitors 
daily, with members of the PPU in 
attendance to answer inquiries. 


PEACE SERMONS 


On the Sunday, peace wermons were 
preached in the churches. 

It is too soon to see the full results of 
the Peace Week. Two new members were 
gained for the PPU, and a good deal of 
publicity was received. 

It was evident from discussions with 
people that there is in the Colony a body 
of people keenly interested in peace. The 
group is determined to foster that interest 
and is keeping in touch with those who 
attended the meetings. 


f How to Remedy ) 
RHEUMATISM 


You can suppress the pain by drugs, or remove 
the cause with Garlic : the natural antiseptic way. 

No better remedy for rheumatism than garlic in 
sufficient quantity is known to medical science. 

But garlic has two drawbacks ; it contains an 


irritant, and it taints the person and breath with 
a pungent odour. 

ALLYSOL is an organic vegetable compound 
based on the principle of garlic, but entirely 
without the garlic taint of breath or body. It 
is a most powerful antiseptic for external or 
internal use, acting in a bland, benevolent manner 
without injury to the tissues or any part of the 
body. 

The action of Allyso! is not local only, but 
penetrates into the blood-stream throughout the 
entire syatem, destroying and neutralizing bacterial 
infection and producing a general feeling of 
well-being. 

Allysol has no drug effect. 
non-cumulative, non-irritant. 


ALLYSOL 


ODOURLESS GARLIC TABLETS 


do not taint breath or body. Powerful but harmless, 
Trial box - - - 3/- 

G. Millwood, Boxhill Rd., 
Tadworth, Surrey , 


It ts non-suppressive, 
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PEACE 


NEWS 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Conscription and the P.P.U. 


Information Service 


| CAN understand Mr. James Hudson’s 

resignation from sponsorship of the 
Peace Pledge Union if he believes that the 
urge of the moment is for the Union to 
advocate a policy of action against con- 
scription (or indeed against anything else). 

I do feel strongly that the PPU must 
stand for principle, not policies. It will 
only keep its unique character and power 
for influence as long as it remains a 
spiritual harmony in a body of people. 

By all means let different groups of the 
PPU carry out different kinds of work 
according to their several inspirations and 
gifts, but under their own responsibility. 


(Miss) F. ELINOR PARKER. 
Boslowen, Par, Cornwall. 


We feel how true are the remarks of 
James Hudson published on the front page 
of Peace News (January 20), and wouid 
like to assure him and others who are 
taking the stand through the “No Con- 
scription League” of our support. 

We believe further, from experiences 
gained through moving extensively among 
London Peace Pledge Union circles, that 
the vast majority of the ordinary mem- 
bers will also lend their support to the 
League. 

Did Dick Sheppard hesitate to oppose 
the Government’s £1,500 million rearma- 
ment scheme? Did he hesitate to join with 
us in poster parading in opposition to this 
Bill? We feel that if he were with us to- 
day he would be in the forefront in the 
fight against conscription, 

By all means, let us keep our construct- 
tive pacifist proposals in the foreground of 
our propaganda, but we must remember 
that if we allow conscription to be brought 
in, we shall be unable to voice even these 


proposals. KATHLEEN TUCKER. 
ERIC TUCKER. 
20 Alfriston Road, London, S.W.1. 


Miss Brittain’s letter in Peace News of 
January 20 expresses what most of us feel 
who are interested in building a new 
world order cemented by the spirit of love 
and service. Much precious time and 
energy is wasted on unconstructive criti- 
cism, condemnation and protestations 
which get us nowhere. 

It is a psychological fact that instilling 
fear of war into the hearts of people suc- 
ceeds in stampeding them into the very 
thing we wish to avoid. Let our goal be 
peace. Let us subjugate personal pleasure, 
time and means to that end, and at the 
same time encourage the timid lukewarm 
pacifist with positive hope of the ultimate 
success of our cause. 

Laying the foundations of peace by con- 
structive, patient plodding word, influenc- 
ing opinion, &c., may not be very satis- 
fying as far as apparent results are con- 
conerned, but if they are well laid the 
finished product will stand the test. 


(Miss) L. R. MORGAN. 
66 Bateman Road, 
Chingford, E.4. 


Does Miss Brittain realize the implica- 
tions of the Register? It is undoubtedly 
the first step to conscription, and if we do 
have it, our status as an organization be- 
comes exceedingly precarious. If we are 
declared an illegal organization, which 
would seem to be the logical outcome, it 
would not be possible to do the things 
which Miss Brittain advocated. 

The last threads of democracy are drift- 
ing away, and yet Miss Brittain would 
have us sit by and concentrate on schemes 
which would then be impossible to fulfil. 
The success of the Peace Pledge Union as 
a body relies on the fact that we are still 
able to voice our opinions from public plat- 
forms, &c. If we wish to continue to do 
so we must resist conscription with <1 our 
might., 


ALBERT McCARTHY. 
14, Colebrook Avenue, 


Shirley, Southampton. 


it is regrettable that the Peace Pledge Union 
Is being side-tracked from its real purpose to 
take part in yet another campaign, viz, to oppose 
conscription. We have no need to oppose conscrip- 
tion; if we are pacifists, it is taken for granted 
that it can have no part in our life. We do not 
help our cause by being deflected from our pur- 
pose. It is for others to become pacifist, then 
the matter of conscription need not bother them. 
They will be strong enough to resist all en- 
croachments on their sane view of life, 

We have a long way to go to have confidence 
that our view will find its place within the 
national conscience. Evidence of this is the com- 


War Resisters Abroad 


T SUGGEST that every member of the 

Peace Pledge Union dispatch a letter 
similar to that printed on page 3 of 
Peace News for January 13, demanding 
the release of Eugene Lagot. 

I especially commend this suggestion 
of these members who, either through 
timidity or danger of losing their job, 
are neither endangered nor embarrassed 
through their pacifism. While some of 
us carefully nurse our dignity, this man 
(like many others) has given his liberty. 

For the price of a 23d. stamp and a 
page of writing from each he may possi- 
bly be released. Through his writings 
he must have inspired and encouraged 
hundreds. Surely every member can 
write a letter which requires neither 
effort, time, nor “face.” 

If the London groups will forgive my 
audacity in prompting them, may I sug: 
gest that they have the biggest poster 
parade ever held in the city, with appro- 
priate banners demanding Lagot’s re- 
lease. Such a demonstration might prod 
Daladier a little, at the same time 
reminding the crowds that pacifists are 


paratively small membership of the various 
pacifist bodies These cannot afford to be side 
tracked away from their purpose, pacifism.” 
E. H. CLOGG. 
The Mount, Blcadon, Weston-super-Mare. 


“The PPU must not only preach pacifism” 
writes James Hudson. Surely, this is an under- 
statement of fact? Whatever may be the func- 
tion of the individual signatory, preaching paci- 
fism is not part of the job of the Peace Pledge 
Union. 

Community living, refugee settlement, learning 
foreign languages, study of economic problems, 
support for Esperanto, international contacts— 
these are all things to which the individual paci- 
fist has turned with commendable vigour. But 
these should not directly concern the PPU. 
Movements existed, before the PPU was thought 
of, capable of serving these ends. Let us not 
forget the only basis of the Peace Pledge Union— 
an individual renunciation of war. 

One million signatories to its negative pledge 
should be the immediate, indeed the only direct 


aim of the PPU. 
DONALD PORT. 
143 Singlewell Road, Gravesend. 


Just Wars 


In your December 9 issue Mr. Donald 
Attwater states “the traditional teaching 
of the Roman Catholic Church (at any rate 
since the fourth century)” as being that, 
in order to make it just to wage a war, five 
conditions must (all) be fulfilled: 

(1) A strict and adequate right must have been 
infringed; (2) War must be avoided as long as 
possible; (3) There must be reasonable hope of 
suecess; (4) There must be no motive but to 
right the wrong; and (5) Legitimate methods 
must be used. , 

Has not Mr. Attwater omitted to men- 
tion another and vital factor? Addis and 
Arnold’s Catholic Dictionary (1917 ed., 
p. 868) says: ' 

The subjects and citizens of a government 
declaring war are safe in obeying it, and 
taking up arms in its behalf, unless they are 
certain that its cause is unjust. “In doubtful 
matters we ought always to obey .. . because, 
though the ruler may sin in commanding, the 
subject does not sin in obeying.” (Glossa on 
St. Augustine, quoted by Ferraris). 


Look at Mr. Attwater’s five factors. End- 
less debates would arise, in any given case, 
as to whether they are or are not fulfilled. 
Whereas at first sight, then, the five factoxs 
seem to discredit all wars, in reality (when 
we add the sixth factor), the Church’s 
teaching would seem to be: There may be 
just wars; governments should not wage 
war except on right conditions; but the 
ordinary citizen should normally obey the 
Government as competent judge. 

I am aware, of course, that Catholic theo- 
logians also say that every person must 
follow his own conscience; but they also 
say that every person is bound to try to be 
correctly instructed when forming that 
conscience, and that, for Catholics, the 
Church’s decisions are the propery guide. 

I may add that I am an old pacifist (a CO 
in 1914-1918 and since), and my object in 
this letter is simply to suggest that it is in 
vain to seek in Roman Catholic teaching a 
vindication of pacifism. 1 wish it were 
possible—but is it? 

J. W. POYNTER. 

64, Sotheby Road, Highbury, London, N.5. 


not merely 2 strange phenomenon 
peculiar to England and parts of Scot- 
land. 
RACHAEL M. SIMPSON. 
The Square, 
Kennoway, Fife. 


At the London Group Leaders’ Meet- 
ing called specially to discuss “Refu- 
gees,” I invited groups who wanted to 
know more about the War RKesisters’ 
International to apply for speakers. The 
response was two. I know a few groups 
represented had already booked 
speakers, but... 

Write to mc if you have a vacant date 
in your programme. 

Every day our brothers abroad are 
showing us the way—shall we be 
weighed in the balance and found 
wanting, and their sacrifices for world 
peace have been made in vain? 


SYDNEY LARCOMBE, 
(Leader, City of London Group). 
6, Cavendish Avenue, 
Sevenoaks, Kent. 


Helping the 
Refugees 


With regard to my letter in Peace News a few 
weeks ago asking for people living in flats and 
single rooms who would be prepared to join in 
renting a large house and sharing it so that the 
profit from the rent might be used to help 
refugees, I am glad to say that I have had a 
certain amount of response. 

I am now writing again, as this is not enough 
to enable me to start with a fair chance of 
success. May I ask again, if friends at present 
occupying unfurnished flats or rooms, who would 
be prepared to pay similar rents for similar 
accommodation in a large house, probably in a 
central position, would write to me. 

The profit thus accruing would be used to 
assist refugees ‘at present Unable to get away 
for lack of assistance. Other schemes might 
arise out of this, such as an experiment in com- 
munity living or a hostel for young people of 
small means, but the immediate object is the 
pressing need for a helping hand to be offered 
to these unfortunate victims of human greed and 
injustice. 

Do please write to either of the undersigned 
if you feel you could help. 

DOROTHEA HARDING, 

98 Middle Lane, N.8. 
ELLEEN AUST, 

57 Red Lion Street, W.C.1. 


“ Collective 
Insecurity” 


In view of the series of articles which you have 
been publishing by Mrs. H. M. Swanwick, you 
will pe interested to hear that we have acquired 
her book Collective Insecurity as the February 
choice of the Peace Book Club. Members will 
secure this work for 2s. 6d., and in this particular 
instance we should like to extend this special 
offer exclusively to readers of Peace News. 

As only a limited number of copies will be 
available, orders accompanied by remittance of 
3s. to include postage and packing must reach 
us not later than Monday, February 6. For those 
who may be disappointed, another outstanding 
book, Cooperation or Coercion, by Dr. L. P. 
Jacks, will be sent as an alternative. 

HUGH J. SCHONFIELD, 
Director, Peace Book Company, Lid. 
5 Goodwin's Court, St. Martin’s Lane, 
London, W.C.2. 


Classes in Economics 


Many of my colleagues at the House of Com- 
mons feel with me that there is a need today 
for general training in the facts of everyday 
economic problems. 4 

For this reason I think I am justified in draw- 
ing attention to an organization which, on a 
purely voluntary basis, organizes free classes in 
economics and is open to any member of the 
public who may wish to join. During the past 
year over 1,000 students have passed through this 
school, the Henry George School of Economics, 
and have received free tuition and guidance in 
economic problems from experts who have given 
600 hours of their time gratuitously. 

The classes re-started on January 23 at 63c 
Buckingham Gate, S.W.1, and 110 Southampton 
Row, W.C.1. They run five evenings a week 
and any member of the public can attend on any 
evening on whichever day of the week is most 
convenient. No charge whatever is made. 


ANDREW MACLAREN. 
House of Commons, Westminster. 


January 27, 1939 


-: Peace 


ACCURATE information is one of the 
«-™ most important things in the world. 
But must it be called “Peace Informa- 
tion?” The phrase has an ominously pro- 
pagandist ring. After all, facts are facts, 
and information should be a purely objec- 
tive account of facts, not an account aiming 
at the promotion of peace, or war, or some 
religion, policy, or creed. 


I do not like to carp at what I hope will 
prove an admirable and useful service, but 
the suspicions roused by this rather ques- 
tionable title are confirmed by Mr. Greene’s 
reference to “the oft-repeated statements 
that the Sudetenland had never been part 
of the German Reich,” which pacifists dared 
not controvert because they “had no im- 
mediate means of finding out the real 
facts.” 


The real facts could have been ascer- 
tained from any encyclopedia or history of 
Europe, from which the inquirer would 
have learned that the statement, however 
oft-repeated, happened to be exactly true. 
If “peace information” is going to tell us 
that the Sudetenland was ever part of the 
German Reich, I prefer the unpropagandist 
information of the encyclopedia or history 
book. 

Do not let us cook our facts, however 
hard and indigestible they may seem raw. 
Some of us have long been rather uneasy 
about the culinary methods of Peace News; 
a remarkable example of it appears in this 
number, in an account of the Nazi Jew- 
pogroms (“smashed windows, and here 


‘and there some goods more or less 


damaged ”). 

It is because an Information Service will 
be, if scholarly and unbiassed, so valuable 
(as is the work of the Pacifist Research 
Bureau) that it is vitally important to keep 
it clean of the propaganda taint. No end, 
however good, justifies the twisting of 
facts. 


ROSE MACAULAY. 
London, W.1. 


Ben Greene writes:— 

Miss Macaulay, I am afraid, will be disappoin- 
ted. The new Peace and Progress Information 
Service has not solved the problem of “ What is 
TRUTH?” and the mystery of the ages is still 
with us. Truth still has its many aspects which 
lead to such a diversity of human opinion. 

The Peace and Progressive Information Ser- 
vice begins with the basic belief that war in gen- 
eral is wrong. This to many of us is a truth, but 
unfortunately there are still many people who 
do not accept our belief asa truth. That is why 
we have to be active and why we have to present 
our case for peace 

The Peace Information Service presents truth 
in the bel.ef that if war in general is wrong, then 
war in particular circumstances is wrong, and 
we propose to prove that whatever the circum- 
stances there is no case for war. We call ita 
“ Peace” Information Service because we mean 
to see that the facts in current affairs in favour 
of peace are presented. This is a perfectly legi- 
timate activity and does not require us “to cook 
the facts.” It is the case for war that is so weak 
that it has to tely upon cooked facts, and to ex- 
pose these cooked facts is one of our purposes. 

No clearer example can be given than the cne 
Miss Macaulay herself has taken up; uiatnely the 
oft-repeated sta’ement that Sudetenland had 
never been na:t of the German Reich. This 
statement I would never dream of denying be- 
cause, as Miss Macaulay says, “it is exactly 
true.” It is nevertheless a lie because its pur- 
pose was to deceive. It is a statement that re- 
lies for its effect .:pon ignorance of German his- 
tory, ani is made to convey the impression that 
Sudetenland has never been part of Germany. 
The Reic was established not quite 70 years ago, 
and yet Bohemia, which includes Sudetenland, 
has been part of Germany and played its part in 
German history for 600 years. There was even 
a time when Prague was the capital of Germany. 
The very people who were urging us to war with 
Germany on this specious argument that the 
Sudetenland had never been part of the Reich 
would have resisted by another war any German 
aemand for the restoration of West Prussia and 
Alsace Lorraine, cespite the fact that these had 
been part of the German Reich. 

Many peoie may feel sincerely that there was 
a case for war with Germany last September; 
but there was no case on the argument that 
Sudeteniznd had never been part of Germany. 
To create that impression was a lie which re- 
quired exposing, and it is the purpose of the 
Peace Information Service to expose such lies 
even when they are based upon statements that 
are “exactly true.” 

If Miss Macaulay has a better name than 
“Peace” for our information service, I hope she 
will let us have her suggestions, as many of us 
are not satisfied with the title. 


[ is literally impossible to publish all 


the letters we receive. 


Other things being equal, letters of 
not more than 200 words stand the best 
chance of publication. 
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PEACE 


NEWS : 


Thoughts on a World Conference 


lil—Representation 
and Agenda 


ERE are just a few of the puzzles 
H we may exercise our minds 
over :— 

1. What countries should take part? 

2. What form should their representa- 
tion take? 

3. What range of subjects should be dis- 
cussed? 

4. Should decisions take the form of re- 
commendations or should they be binding? 

5. Are there any means by which the 
observance of «agreements could be 
assured ? 


1. Presumably the conference would be 
composed of all sovereign States; not only, 
as Versailles was, of victor States with 
occasional references to neutrals and to 
proposed succession States. Should there 
also be representation in some form or 
another of peoples that are not sovereign: 
“protected” peoples, mandated areas, 
colonies, minorities? Or should they at 
least be consulted? 

Should the International Labour Office 
be represented? And world Jewry? 
(These two bodies of valuable opinion 
would be very difficult to include, for the 
anti-Comintern States would certainly re- 
fuse to meet them. The best thing would 
probably be independent meetings of these 
and other bodies which might submit pro- 
posals). 


Nation’s Representatives 

2. The form representation should take 
would depend very largely on the answer 
given to the fourth question. If the deci- 
sions are to be binding, obviously the re- 
presentatives must represent their govern- 
ments. 

But even if they only issue recommen- 
dations, it seems desirable that there 
should be at least some sessions of the con- 
ference at which the representatives could 
speak with whatever authority their gov- 
ernments may possess. That authority in 
countries where governments are weak or 
fluctuating would not be very great, but it 
would, unhappily, be greater than that of 
much wiser and more disinterested men, 
as we have often experienced in League 
conferences of experts, whose advice is 
cynically pigeon-holed by diplomats. 

The representatives would, therefore, be 
no better than the governments themselves 
are, and their work would be in accord- 
ance with their nature. Further, many of 
them would be harassed by their Opposi- 
tion parties at home and even by their 
own supporters, who would not hear the 
discussions and could scarcely measure the 
difficulties to be encountered. 

I have not the slightest doubt that the 
results of the confabulations of picked ex- 
perts would be far wiser and better in 
every way than those of the more primitive 
verbal combats of politicians. (One has 
only to read the verbatim reports in Mr. 
LloyuGeorge’s Truth about the Peace 
Treaties w+ be sure of that). But there 
seems little prospect that the experts would 
sensibly affect the policies of the politi- 
cians; still less that they would seriously 
modify the sentiments, prejudices and 
appetites of the peoples whom these poli- 
ticians more or less represent. 


Recommendations Ignored 

The World Economic Conference of 1927 
was well-prepared and well-attended by 
economists of repute. It issued a series of 
clear, simple, common-sense recommenda- 
tions, which no one even attempted to re- 
fute, but which no government even 
attempted to follow. There stand those 
files of Reports, unassailable and un- 
assailed! Waste paper so far as all but a 
minute number of readers are concerned. 

Valuable, perhaps, as historical docu- 
ments proving how childlike man still is; 
refusing to learn his lessons; more in- 
terested in answering the cock from the 
neighbouring dunghill with his counter- 
challenging crow than in finding food for 
the family he has begotten; more concerned 
to strut peacocking before an applauding 
audience with his perorations than to 
understand the needs of his people and the 
secrets of science. 


3. What subjects should be discussed? 
What kind of agenda could be drawn up? 
Surely it is now out of date to clamour 
for a mere “ revision of the Peace Treaties” 
when so much has actually been revised 


By Mrs. H. 


and when so many new questions clamour 
for solution! 


We speak easily of “ causes of unrest,” of 
“ grievances” and “injustices.” But their 
name is legion. There would have, of course, 
to be subsidiary commissions and sub-com- 
mittees; perhaps a whole series of confer- 
ences; but... even sa...? How lament- 
ably all this brings us back to the admis- 
sion that it is the League of Nations which 
should have been the instrument, per- 
manent, expert, disinterested, through 
which such work should be done; and could 
have been done if it had not been wilfully 
crippled by the introduction of irrelevant 
and ineffectual Force! 


4, When one considers the hurry and 
flurry of conferences, the difficulty of 
sparing head-men for long periods away 
from home, the shifting of political 
opinions all the time, it seems less and less 
practicable to attempt any binding agree- 
ments except on broad issues or on quite 
specific points (such as those taken at the 
Washington Conference). 


Probably it would be found that bi-lateral 
or limited multi-lateral agreements wouid 
emerge rather than world-wide pacts. The 
history of the Pact of Paris (Kellogg Pact) 
is not a very encouraging one. 


5. Can the observance of agreements ever 
be assured? We who reject war observe 
that, in a world war-minded as never before, 
the observance of agreements has become 
the exception rather than the rule, at any 


M. Swanwick 


rate among “Great Powers.” 
assurance to be had. 


But men will be trusted when they prove 
trustworthy. They will earn good will 
when they show good will. If the confer- 
ence reveals the Powers merely as hard 
bargainers for a narrowly conceived nation- 
alist advantage, the bargains they make 
will be as cynically broken as they were 
cynically made. 


Even while this is being written. we read 
that the Italian government is maintaining 
that the agreement made in 1935 between 
M. Laval and Signor Mussolini, although it 
was not actually ratified, still holds; while 
the French government maintains that it 
does not hold. This does not prevent the 
French Government from claiming merit 
because, in 1936, “French pressure suc- 
ceeded in annulling the proposal for petrol 
sanctions”; in other words, succeeded in 
wrecking the League policy which France 
had been most prominent in urging. 


There is no 


In these three articles I have dealt with 
the methods which a world conference 
would have to pursue. What we would 
wish to come out of that conference and 
what we may think possible in the world 
as it is are questions so vast that I have 
no more than brushed them. Even those 
of us who are most keen about establishing 
peace find ourselves often in disagreement 
as to how we ought to set about it. 
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I will not here attempt more than one 
word of warning. It is that we should 
search our hearts as to the origin and 
tendency of the policies we advocate. 

There is a peculiar condition which I will 
call “ journalists’ nystagmus.” of which no 
better example could be found than in Mr. 
F. A. Voight’s Unto Cesar. Nystagmus is an 
occupational disease of miners and the 
prime symptom of it is a difficulty in tocus- 
ing tie eyes, owing to a constant tremor. 

Journalists whose work brings them into 
contact with torrents of rumour and gossip 
and more or less ingenious deductions from 
rumour and fact (as well, no doubt, as some 
genuine facts) are apt to find a steady view 
impeded by the constant shifting of the 
diplomatic scene, real or imaginary. Con- 
sequently, while their views become more 
and more tendentious and selective, their 
generalizations become an unholy mixture 
of power-politics with crusading for 
righteousness and “standing-up-to” this, 
that and the other dictator or bully. 


Remove Causes of Cruelty 


Of course, if one believes that it is the 
duty of certain Powers to police the world 
by force, it is essential that those Powers 
should become top-dogs in the Balance of 
Power, and so we find the Great I]usionists 
contorting their argument to prove that the 
USSR is really a “democratic” State and 
that the Good and the Free must also make 
themselves the Stronger so that they may 
conquer the Powers of Darkness in a final 
Armageddon. (Every Armageddon is before- 
hand proclaimed as the final one). 


Yet we have only to consider most gravely 
and sympathetically the situation of world- 
Jewry as a result of the hideous persecution 
revived and inflamed by Germany, to 
realize that even the most undeniable and 
inexcusable cruelties cannot be exorcized 
by Power Politics, but only by the patient 
reversal of the causes of those cruelties. 


It will not ever be easy to convince people 
that we have a moral purpose in our politics 
and that when we constantly seek peace 
we are neither hypocrites nor easily duped 
fools and cowards. Foreigners will be apt 
to fix upon us the first name; those of our 
own people who disagree with us will call 
us by the second. But to refrain from 
retorting in kind to selfish wiles or bullying 
threats is not to prove yourself either a 
dupe or a coward. Such self-control would 
better be called civilized. 


“Let Africans Govern Themselves,” 
says a West Indian Negro’ 


A PRECIOUS apple, dangling before the 
“*eyes of menacingly armed European 
nations, the position of Africa is by no 
means enviable. The more so as a notori- 
ously peace-minded school of thought ap- 
proaches these colonial possessions with a 
benevolent eye half blinded by the desire 
for peace by concession. 

The fearful vision of a European catas- 
trophe has proved capable of moving even 
the most possessive to peace bargaining. 
But no amount of concession stands the 
slightest chance of securing a peace settle- 
ment unless also it is accepted as satisfac- 
tory by the power making the demand. 
The truth of this brings one face to face 
with the futility of concession to meet 
colonial claims. 

Colonies are claimed as in justice due to 
a mighty Power which is in urgent need 
of raw materials and markets, and in 
demonstration of that nation’s prestige. 
The second of these contentions could not 
delude the most simple-minded of persons 
into bartering in human life. The first, 
however, in a world of materialism, lures 
many into the belief that if these colonies 
were placed under international sove- 
reignty, and their material wealth equit- 
ably administered for the good of all 
mankind, the solution of Europe’s peace 
and a smiling future for Africans, will 
have been found. 


Economic Power 

What does the rest of the British nation 
reply? That colonies offer nothing materi- 
ally to a nation which adopts a policy of 
trusteeship, and that except in isolated 
cases, Africa in the undergraduate stage is 
fairly well governed. 

Nevertheless, for the British public it is 
not necessarily a choice between the one 
and the other. Admitting that no conces- 
sion will be acceptable to Germany but 
that which she herself has chosen, and that 
democratic nations could never find any 
just reason for transferring colonies to 
Germany in absolute sovereignty, colonial 
reformists should follow the line not of 


adjustment for the sake of appeasement, 
but adjustment for better government. 

International:zation represents an aim at the 
removal af jealousies arising out of the existence 
of national sovereignty over colonial possessions. 
It is indeed a just cause of complaint that one 
State should have in its power the manipulation 
of the economy of a vast empire. Supposing 
even that the imperial Power does not actually 
manipulate the empire to its own advantage 
(and this has never been proven), the cause of 
complaint remains so long as the right of control 
continues. 

Until economic hostilities cease, the possession 
of an empire will mean the possession of 
economically strateg:c positions which the enemy 
will continue to covet. Would one, therefore, 
suggest that the position be neutralized by 
placing all the combatants in equal share of 
control? Africa would then be transferred into 
a sphere of intrigue rather than of influence. 

To use Africa in European adjustment would 
be to spread what is now causing sufficient 
anxiety as a localized sore. Africans have no 
particular preference for one external sovereign 
than for another, whether rational or inter- 
national. Even the recent protestations of 
loyalty to the British crown are not to be treated 
as more than coquettish favours to the less evil 
suitor. 

The aim of Africans is ultimately freedom 
through an unhampered evolution. The many 
restrictions which find place under the invidious 
cloak of native unfitness, check very effectively 
Africa’s natural progress. 


Checks to Self-Government 


The progress to self-government has 
been slow and uncertain. The colonial ad- 
ministrator struggles between two conflic- 
ting policies. The first is to secure the 
Empire for all time, the second to carry out 
the declared policy of fitting backward 
races for self-government. 

To secure the Empire for all time—the 
stronger instinct—he must either implant an 
immense and powerful European element which, 
when large enough, can take over the reins of 
government, or else inseparably bind up the 
cultural, economic, and political life of the 
African with his own. Side by side with this 
instinct the application of the doctrine of 
trusteeship is hardly noticeable. 

Forced and compulsory labour, anti-native 
legislation following an oppressive land policy, 
a constitution which recognizes but a small 
section of the community, and backs its decrees 
with the heavy weight of British compulsion— 
all deny quite emphatically the preparation of 
colonies for democratic institutions. 


If Africans are compelled to work for a wage 
which barely suffices for paying tax, and are 
held in economic slavery for the benefit of a few, 
and British taxpayers are content to meet 
deficits of administration without inqu:ring into 
the efficiency of the system, more fool they. The 
business seems to please no-one, but the hard- 
bitten imperialist who gains by this policy. 

By implication, the failure of the present 
method has been admitted. Authoritarian rule 
by democratic countries in their colonial 
possessions does not pay the imperial govern- 
ment, does not please the majority of the 
governed, and creates, with or without reason, 
international jealousy. 

Meanwhile the native inhabitants of colonial 
possessions cry out for more liberality even 
within the present framework. No limit can 
rightly be placed on the rate of progress of any 
people, and it is the most elementary liberty, 
that government should be with the people's 
consent, that is now being demanded. In short, 
a start in the practice of democracy must now 
be made in. Africa. 


Let Africans Decide 


A greater participation by Africans in 
their own government would in great 
measure cut the ground from under exist- 
ing jealousies. It will always remain 
odious to be told that one people is better 
fitted to guide the African to destiny, for 
the simple reason that none of them is 
more fitted than the African himself. to 
decide his own fate. 

The tradition of colonia! administration in 
which so many profess pride, is a tradition of 
absolutism and the oppression that goes there- 
with. The trading company of past days, which 
was blessed with governmental protection and 
powers, has been superseded by mining and 
plantation interests. The governor is the im- 
perial watchdog (protecting purely private 
financial interests) and is assisted by his picked 
men of influence and wealth. Eagerness to pro- 
gress beyond this to the stage of elected bodies 
is not perceivable, 

Those who are anxious to see Africa crossed 
off the list of possible causes of war might now 
agitate for the establishment for the first time 
of those institutions of British democracy of 
which Africans are avowedly so deeply 
enamoured. And not only will Africans become 
attached to a system they love because they 
know it, but Britain will be able to answer to 
the accusation of monopoly exploitation that not 
Europe but Africa controls African affairs. 


Keith Alleyne 
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The Editor's Point of View 


lt Will Not Do, 
Mr. Chamberlain 


THE latest recruiting drive was opened on Monday 

night by a broadcast by the Prime MInIsTeR, who 
appropriately set the tone by announcing that the so- 
called Voluntary National Service scheme “is a scheme 
to make us ready for war.” Mr. CHAMBERLAIN added, of 
course, that “that does not mean that I think war is 
coming.” But his analysis of the three possibilities of 
war is illuminating. 


A war begun by this country he dismissed in the 
fewest possible words—for the obvious reason that the 
rich have no need of robbery with violence. But since 
it is this country’s policy to fight only when its interests 
are at stake, it was presumably for the same very good 
reason that he thought “we might be forced to take 
part in a war begun by others, or we might be attacked 
ourselves.” Not that Mr. CHAMBERLAIN gave that reason 
why we might be attacked (or gave any reason at all 
why we might “ be forced to take part in a war begun 
by others”). He evidently thinks highly enough of his 
fellow countrymen to believe that they will require 
some explanation why they should be made ready for 
war, since even the younger ones are beginning to have 
some idea of what war means, despite the “open con- 
spiracy ” to avoid putting the realities before them. But 
he certainly thinks no more highly of them than that if 
he thinks they will all be satisfied with being told that 
“we might be attacked” simply because some foreign 
government might “ think we could not defend ourselves 
effectively.” 


It simply will not do! It is unintelligent—there is no 
better word for it. His efforts to preserve peace, to 
which Mr. CHAMBERLAIN justifiably made reference, have 
been inseparable from at least a professed faith in the 
good intentions of the most menacing-looking govern- 
ments. How, then, can we suppose that he intended, in 
his broadcast, to foster the narrow, nationalistic and still 
too prevalent attitude that assumes such gross ill will 
on the part of “foreigners” as to believe they would 
attack us merely because they “think we could not 
defend ourselves effectively "2 It would seem to require 
little intelligence and little imagination (unless one does 
regard “the foreigner” in that way) to see that no one 
is going to embark upon the supreme catastrophe of war 
without some reason quite sincerely (however wrongly) 
felt to be good. 


Nor will the broad-minded people of this country with 
sufficient intelligence to see that all fail to see that 
consequently the thing to do—for peace—is to work 
away at the removal of that reason, whether from the 
realm of actualities or only from “the foreigner’s” 
mind. No man can know better than Mr. CHAMBERLAIN 
what those reasons are; but whatever they are, if they 
are genuine there can be no possible excuse—except, 
again, that of narrow nationalism, which we prefer to 
assume is beneath Mr. CHAMBERLAIN—for not taking 
immediate steps to remove them; while if they are 
illusory, the chief need must surely be some unmistak- 
able demonstration of good faith and friendship that 
alone can dispel fear. Just what form that should take, 
Mr. CHAMBERLAIN, again, must know as well as anyone; 
but it is surely obvious that an appeal to his countrymen 
to get “ready for war”—especially immediately after 
his frank exchange of views in Rome—is most emphatic- 
ally not such a demonstration. 


The sponsors of the “national service” campaign pro- 
fess not to be expecting many people to think such 
thoughts. But they will probably be disappointed; for 
people are increasingly feeling uneasy and, perhaps only 
vaguely, beginning to think that war can—and therefore 
should—be prevented instead of prepared for. What, 
then, if, despite Mr. CHAMBERLAIN’S warning that “in all 
cases we must have the numbers we ask for,’ those 
numbers are not forthcoming by the ordinary voluntary 
recruiting methods and by such distortions of it as, for 
example, circular letters to members of the English and 
Scots accountancy bodies and the staffs of assurance 
companies (together with registration forms)? 


The dismissal of employees for refusal to aid the 
various so-called voluntary defence schemes—a further 
example of which is reported elsewhere in this paper— 
is sufficient answer. It is virtually only an extension 
of practices already obtaining that will be required to 
introduce conscription, which is one justification for 
the determination of the No Conscription League to 
resist the National Register now. 


Humphrey 8. Moore 
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PACIFISTS AND THE 
REFUGEES 


By MAX PLOWMAN 


N regard to the refugee problem, what, 
broadly, is the issue ? 


We may take it as agreed that the peoples 
of Europe want peace. But they don’t know 
how to get it. We, as pacifists, profess to know 
the way. We say the first essential is. the 
renunciation of war, and it is as advocates of 
that policy that we confront the world we hope, 
in time, to convert. 


An international crisis occurs and—in point of fact— 
the British Prime Minister renounces war. His reasons 
for doing so may not bear a moment’s pacifist inspection. 
That doesn’t matter. In that he abstains from war when 
the occasion for it nominally arises, his policy is, for the 
moment. pacifist. And because he acts as a peace-maker, 
the world in general justifiably describes his policy as 
“pacifist.” And we, as pacifists, become implicated. 


The Price of Peace 


But we know that peace must always be paid for, and 
that the validity and integrity of pacifism depends upon 
our willingness to make sacrifices for peace. Hence, in 
common honesty, we must demand that in this case the 
price of peace shall be paid in so far as is possible by 
those who incurred the debt. In a word, Mr. Chamber- 
lain at Munich incurred a pacifist liability to the 
Sudeten Germans which we, as pacifists, are morally 
impelled to see that he meets. 

Why? Because if he doesn’t, then the good name of 
pacifism can be justifiably dragged in the dust, and 
pacifism will come to be regarded as the cowardly 
means by which the pacifist betrays friends to enemies 
and gets thirty pieces of peace and security for so doing. 

We as pacifists cannot totally dissociate ourselves from 
world events. In whatever happens we must be ready 
to bear our share of the responsibility. And a good job 
too, if we have the prescience and the courage to seize 
upon the occasion. 

Consequently, after Munich, it becomes our imme- 
diate business to press the Prime Minister for disarma- 
ment and to demand that the British Government shall 
pay its share of the inevitable price of peace by making 
adequate provision for those who have become refugees 
as a direct consequence of the Munich pact. And only 
by doing both these things can pacifism both be and 
appear consistent. 


RUT the issue is much wider and more far- 

reaching than this. Pacifism means inter- 
nationalism, or it is nonsense. These refugees 
are the actual expression of internationalism in 
human form. 


They are the nucleus of the new international society 
of which pacifism is prophetic. They are the saviours 
of human society, crucified on the cross of inter- 
national conflict They are the new representatives of 
international democracy. They are the answer to the 
nationalist question “Who is my neighbour?” They are 
the living witnesses to the truth that “ Patriotism is not 
enough.” 

Yet pacifists are to be found who regard them as being 
of quite secondary concern to pacifism! These people, 
who are the very means by which pacifism can demon- 
strate its reality and show by its works that it is an 
active, redeeming philosophy, and not a hot-air balloon 
blown up by idealists—these people are regarded as of 
no pacifist account except in the way of an individual 
charitable gesture! 

Is it not rather the truth that if we compel the Govern- 
ment to make itself responsible for the refugees, we 
shall convince the world that we are a body of far-seeing 
realists who can perceive the direction in which peace 
lies and who understand the progressive steps that must 
be taken to reach it? If we move powerfully on behalf 
of the actual human beings whose lives are endangered 
by nationalist war-mongers, we shall convince many 
who now regard us as cowardly and self-seeking idealists 
that we are in fact the exact contrary. Incidentally, we 
shall compel the British Government to spend a frag- 
ment of the money that will otherwise be spent in 
armaments upon actual life-saving—as practical and 
purely pacifist a piece of work as any I have heard of 
for some time. 


Beginning of Internationalism 


It is the pacifist implications of the refugees that so 
deeply concern me. 

Pacifism must not be betrayed just because some of 
us can’t see why this man that has been robbed and left 
for dead at the roadside is any particular concern of 
ours. We must avoid the appearance of Pharisaic dis- 
cussions about pacifist doctrine while we leave to 
Samaritan Quakers and Samaritan Jews the task of 
binding up the wounds made by robber nationalism. 


= = =, =~ 


This vast and indicative case is not one for three- 
ha’porth of compensating charity, but in my opinion one 
for which the Peace Pledge Union should fetch out 
enough trumpets to bring down the tottering walls of 
national sovereignty. For I believe it is the beginning 
of the real movement of internationalism. Through the 
refugees we can see the way in which the whole process 
will evolve, and surely we of the PPU ought to be able 
to see it more clearly than anyone. 


What are we doing instead? Worrying our heads 
about the possibilities and probabilities of National 
Service. Wondering how it may impinge upon our 
personal liberty and how we can protect ourselves from 
it. Self-concerned, self-defensive, looking for possible 
trouble in the future, while thousands of nationalist 
outcasts stand under the immediate sentence of doom! 

For pity’s sake, let the PPU change all that. 


They Ask Not Kings 


This poem, reprinted by permission of the author 
from his volume St. Phocas and other Poems, was 
written during the War of 1914 to 1918 and published in 
the press under the title “An Appeal.” 


When Death himself shall drink of death, 
And nerveless falls his wearied hand, 
When Peace shall like a vernal breath 
Drive wintry war from this dear land— 


What, then, shall be the issue, friend? 
What lesson from the leaden rain? 

What love-birth from the throes that rend? 
What beauty from the womb of pain? 


Shall what has been be then once more, 
And life from death no message learn, 
And foul suspicion as before 

Pollute the wells of truth, and spurn 


The prophets of a purer quest 
Than earthly gold and petty power, 
And policy and interest 

Possess once more the fickle hour? 


From you, a million under earth, 
Plucked sharp from life in perfect bloom, 
And children cheated of their birth, 

And children that shall take their room 


Demand reply; they ask not kings 

For answer; no, nor statesmen proud, 
Nor diplomatic underlings 

That play with War and scorn the crowd, 


But you, O friend, a common man, 
Yet dowered with imperial sway 
To make, unmake, to bless and ban 
And say that War’s delirious day 


Is ended and for ever o’er, 

Will you not answer that high call, 
That what has been may be no more, 
But love and Law be over all? 


A. M. P. DAWSON. 


Author’s Apology 


War, pestilence and famine are the three darts which 
the Almighty God is wont to shoot against the earth 
when He is displeased ; and is holden so irksome amongst 
us that in our Litany we daily use the prayer, From 
plague, pestilence, famine, battle and murder, good Lord 
deliver us. 

Barnaby Rich. Allarme to England, 1578. 


A. Concession 


Homicide in war is not reckoned by our Fathers as 
homicide ; I presume from their wish to make concession 
to men fighting on behalf of chastity and true religion. 
Perhaps, however, it is well to counsel that those whose 
hands are not clean abstain from communion for three 
years. 

St. Basil. Letter to Amphilochius, 347. 


A Truce of God 


Pope Nicholas in his answer to the Bulgarians, fore 
bids them to make war in Lent, unless, he prudently 
adds, there be an urgent necessity. 

Isaac D'Israeli, 
Curiosities of Literature. 
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Workers’ Empire |°* SIGN 


Exhibition: 
Last Two Days 


"TODAY and tomorrow are the last two 

opportunities for Londoners to visit 
the Workers’ Empire Exhibition, which for 
the past week has been open at Friends’ 
House, Euston Road. 


The Exhibition is the same as that 
organized in opposition to the Empire Ex- 
hibition held at Bellahouston Park, Glas- 
gow, and described by a Peace News 
correspondent at the time as “designed to 
show the economic slavery and destitution 
that ‘the glory of Empire’ costs.” 


In connection with the Exhibition a con- 
ference and a demonstration were }.eld in 
Friends’ House last Saturday. 


At the demonstration, which was pre- 
sided over by J. F. Horrabin, the well- 
known artist and authority on Empire 
affairs, speeches were made by J. H. Hud- 
son (No Conscription League), Fenner 
Brockway (ILP), Nigel Spottiswoode 
(PPU) and native representatives of India, 
China, Ceylon and the West Indies. 


Mr. Horrabin said that it was a mistake 
to think that the Empire was a creation 
of Tudor or earlier times, that the sins of 
Empire building were the sins of our re- 
mote forefathers. The Empire as we knew 
it was practically a middle 19th-century 
institution. 

M. Gaston Bergery, a member of the 
French Chamber of Deputies and one of 
the most outstanding of French advocates 
of the rights of Colonial peoples, said that 
the sole basis of Imperialism was force. 


Two kinds of Imperialism were contend- 
ing for supremacy today: the old demo- 
cratic type of imperialism and the new 
fascist brand. The ordinary folk of the 
countries engaged in the struggle had 
nothing to gain. whatever was the out- 
come. Nothing but a united, working- 
class, pacifist struggle could end imperial- 
ism and the capitalism of which it was a 
part. 


The meeting was largely attended by 
Indian and other colonial visitors. 


CONSCRIPTION: 


By H. RUNHAM BROWN 
Sponsor of the P.P.U. 


IF we admit that war for any cause or 
* under any circumstances may become 
necessary and therefore justified, then we 
must have conscription. Compulsion is 
more than ever 
necessary because 
there is a rapidly 
growing repugnance 
to the method of war. 

Compulsory mili- 
tary service; air-raid 
precautions with 
their dug-outs and 
anti-aircraft guns are 
necessary; and so is 
bombing from the 
air, if once we admit 
of the inevitability of 
war. Our job is there- 
fore to oppose war 
and make it clear 
that we will take no part in it and at the 
same time to do our utmost to change the 
policies which are making for war. 

I have joined the No Conscription 
League because the policy of preparing for 
war by drawing everyone into its service, 
first by persuasion, then by deception and 
propaganda and finally by open compul- 
sion is a policy which will bring war. 

I loathe war because it brings untold 
suffering and ruin, but most of all because 
it destroys all that is best in man. As a 
young man I refused to fight; now as an 
older one I am more than ever determined 
to resist an effort to persuade, to cudgel, 
and at last by open compulsion, to drive 
the younger generation to take part in that 
thing which destroys both body and soul. 


Next Week 
REGINALD 
REYNOLDS 


will sum up the Controversy 
on the 
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WEEK : 


FEBRUARY 19-25 


Demonstration at Easter Will Conclude 
National Campaign 


THE organizers of the National Petition 
for a new Peace Conference hope that 
before long there will be no town in the 
country in which some organized action in 
support of the Petition has not been taken. 
(The Petition is being organized under the 
auspices of the National Peace Ccuncil, in 
conjunction with the Peace Pledge Union 
and fifty other national organizations.) 

The closing date for receiving signatures 
has been fixed for March 4, so that the 
central and local deputations and demon- 
strations based upon the completed Petition 
can be held before Easter. As part of the 
intensive effort called for in the final weeks 
the Petition National Committee recom- 
mends that the period February 19 to 
25 be set aside as a special “Sign the 
Petition ” Week. 

This plan is not intended to take the place 
of the house-to-house canvass wherever the 
latter is possible. It is intended primarily 
for centres where a canvass is not practic- 
able (though some of its features could 
easily be combined with a canvass). The 
week can also be used to bring to a climax 
work which has already been commenced 
and in all cases it is understood that local 
organizers may choose other dates than 
those recommended if local circumstances 
seem to require it. 

It is emphasized that the main purpose 
of the week is to increase the number of 
signatures to the Petition, and that all pro- 
posals for action should be judged by this 
test. 

Suggestions for planning a Petition Week are 


obtainable from the National Peace Council, 39 
Victoria Street, London, S.W.1. The suggestions 


assume that a coordinating committee or an 


MORE 
VIEWS 


By DR. A. HERBERT GRAY 
Sponsor of the P.P.U. 


OMMENTS on conscription from a man 

hopelessly over military age are apt 

to sound a little unreal. I shall not be 

offered any chance to refuse to submit to 
compulsion. 


But about the whole question I have the 
following views. I do not think it is 
inevitably inconsistent with democracy 
that a conscription measure should be 
passed. If the elected representatives of 
the people decide that such a measure is 
necessary in the interests of the State 
there is nothing essentially undemocratic 
about that. If the State is merely saying 
to the citizens, ‘ You are needed, and no 
considerations of personal preference, or 
taste, or inclination can be allowed to hold 
you back,” then that seems to me a legiti- 
mate thing for a popularly-elected Govern- 
ment to do. 


But if such a thing is done in connexion 
with war, and the service asked for is 
military service, then the State will at 
once come into conflict with the con- 
sciences of many of the citizens. They 
will refuse, not because they do not like 
military service, or because it is dangerous, 
or because they have urgent affairs to 
attend to, but because they think it 
morally wrong to serve as a soldier. 


“nd when that happens a democratic 
State is at once on trial. Will it show 
consideration to the moral convictions of 
individuals? It has a legal right to kill 
them, or make them suffer in other ways. 
Will it exercise that right? If it does, does 
it not cease to be democratic, and become 
Fascist in quality? The issue is of immense 
importance. In any case those who do 
refuse will do well to hold together, for 
their situation will be very difficult. 
Therefore a No Conscription League wovld 
seem to me to be called for. 


individual organization is prepared to take 
general responsibility for seeing that the various 
proposals are carried out, but some of the steps 
proposed can be taken by a single organization 
or even by an individual. The essential 
minimum js that all the sympathetic local 
organizations should be urged to make some 
contribution through their membership during 
the week. 


APPEAL TO TEACHERS 


A special appeal for support of the Peti- 
tion is being sent to headmasters and head- 
mistresses of all the boys’ and girls’ public 
schools in the country and to lecturers and 
professors in all the universities. 

The appeal to the schools is signed by four 
headmasters—the Rev. A. J. Costain (Rydal), Dr. 
T. K. Derry (Mill Hilb, the Rev. R. A. Evans- 


Prosser (Ellesmere College), and Mr. Edgar B. 
Castle (Leighton Park); and two headmistresses 


Watch This Date 


TRE central demonstration in sup- 

port of the Petition will be held 
in London on March 31, when the com- 
pleted numbers of signatories will be 
announced and when it is hoped that 
representatives will be present from 
all areas of the British Isles which 
have supported the Petition. 


It is hoped that the national depu- 
tation to the Government will take 
place on one of the days adjacent to 
this date. 


A special circular will shortly be 
sent to all localities giving particulars 
of the central demenstration and in- 
cluding recommendations in regard 
to deputations and demonstrations in 
the localities themselves. 


-—-Miss Tanner (Roedean) and Miss Strudwick 
(St. Paul's). 

The signatories of the appeal to the universi- 
ties are: Dr. Cyril Bailey (Public Orator of 
Oxford), Professor S. Brodetsky, Miss Margery 
Fry, Sir Daniel Hall, Professor J. W. Harvey, 
Professor V. H. Mottram, and Sir W. D. Ross 
(Provost of Oriel). 


Over 100 signatures to the National 
Petition were collected at the weekly 
lunch-hour meeting held by the City of 
London PPU Group on Tuesday. 

The Deptford local authorities have fol- 
lowed the example of Lambeth in granting 
facilities for the collection of signatures in 
libraries. 


Marco Millions. Westminster Theatre. 

Eugene O’Neill’s play is a mixture of 
broad, colloquial satire, which is amusing, 
and of poetic philosophizing, which is not 
infrequently boring. There is comic irony 
in the juxtaposition of the materially 
minded Marco Polo, who assumes the im- 
mortality of his soul without question; and 
the spiritually minded Kublai Khan, who 
does not; and there is tragic irony in the 
former’s blindness to the unspoken love of 
the Princess. 

We follow Marco’s rise to success as a 
business-man and his coincident fall to 
gross, insensitive levels; we see the conse- 
quent destruction of higher values, sym- 
bolized by the death of the Princess, and the 
ultimate impression made on her grand- 
father, Kublai, by a civilization of spiritual 
aspirations so inconsistent with temporal 
behaviour. 


The play has interest and satirical value 
but it is uneven in texture and fails to make 


the impression that its theme would appear 
to warrant. 


W. H. Gelder 


“Murder in the Cathedral” 


S. ELICT’S play on the death of Becket was 

e perfurmed by the Adelphi Group in St. 
George’s Church, Bloomsbury Way, on Friday 
and Saturday evenings last, before large 
audiences, 

‘The actuality of a Church setting. combined 
with simple lighting imaginatively used, made the 
visual effect striking enough; but the acoustics 
of the Church itself proved more than a match 
for the elocution of the players, so that the quali- 
ties of Eliot’s language were less easily apprecia- 
ted than they deserved to be and it would, in 
fact, have been difficult to form a just estimate of 
the play from this production alone. The cast 
was anonymous but that need not prevent my 
pointing cut that “ Becket” himself had the best 
voice of any and played with an apparently art- 
less simplicity that succeeded where “histri- 
onics” would have failed The others gave at 
least adequate support and had evidently been 
well drilled, even to the point when spontaneity 
of expression was endangered. 

The play is a formalized representation of a 
historic fact, theologically construed. Although 
conceived in detached, impersonal terms and 
executed wth neat, intellectual precision, it has 
considerable dramatic if not highly emotional 
qualities. But Becket is more of an abstract 
symbol than an individual, and his struggles with 
temptation and conscience lack the urgency and 
human appeal of Sir Thomas More’s, for instance, 
in the more recent Traitor’s Gate. The satirical 
value of the four knights explaining their action 
away in conventional terms justifies, in my 
opinion, tne abrupt change of mood, but it is 
surely a mistake not to end there, since reversion 
to the original mood is onty made with difficulty 
both in the play and in the audience. 

W. H. GELDER. 


Surplus U.S. Wheat 


for Spain 


The American Government has set aside 


3,000,000 bushels of wheat—surplus to 
American  requirements—for Spanish 
relief. 


Mr. Howard E. Kershner has been ap- 
pointed Director of Relief in Spain for the 
American Friends’ Service Committee, 
which will work in cooperation with the 
Friends’ Service Council of this country in 
reorganizing and extending relief on both 
sides in Spain. 


°¢ The Eeonomiec Road to Peace” 


How Finance Strangles 
Democracy 


An address by Mr. Theodore Faithfull 
yesterday afternoon opened the sessions, in 
Friends House, London, of a conference on 
“The Economic Road to Peace.” The con- 
ference, which will be continued today and 
concluded tomorrow, will be reported in 
next week’s Peace News. 

“ Behind all the present chaos, and acti- 
vating all the barbarities,” Mr. Faithfull 
declared, “lies a faulty and disastrously 
powerful financial machine. 

“During the last century, more or less 
corresponding with the industrialization of 
this and other nations, a vast colossus has 
been reared, with one foot in London and 
the other in Paris. It has dominated all 
our lives, has thwarted social reformers, 
held the strings on which our puppet politi- 
cians have hung suspended, and flattered us 
into deluding ourselves that we are self- 
governing democracies. 

“Tf we care to undertake the work, this 
vast creation which is casting its shadow 
of poverty and scarcity over the world can 
be dismantled, and from it built up a house 
of peace. Some of those who are closely 
associated with the banking system have 
come to realize that there must be imvor- 


tant changes if money is to serve the needs 
of man. 

“Few people realized that the control of 
Great Britain and the Empire passed from 
the City to the Treasury when Mr. Neville 
Chamberlain was Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer. There appears to me adequate 
evidence that he has continued his policy 
of putting man before money. 

“During my lifertime of over fifty years 
no Prime Minister before Mr. Chamberlain 
would have hesitated to throw Great Bri- 
tain into war in defence of foreign invest- 
ments. The Munich Pact has given us # 
breathing space. It is not too much to hope 
that, if not downed by his former sup- 
porters, he will attempt positive action 
which may give hope for the future.” 

There were in this country men with the 
necessary knowledge for the creation of 
new monetary and commercial machinery 
worthy of a new age. 

In a reference to Dr. Schacht’s dismissal, 
Mr. Faithfull said he had attempted the 
impossible task of serving the people and 
international finance. Dr. Funk, his suc- 
cessor, had offered the Balkan States trade 
without debt and his first task was to be 
the nationalization of the German Central 
Bank. 
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The Pacifist’s Bookshelf 


NEWS 


A Catholie Confronts 


Communism 
By GEORGE ORWELL 


Communism and Man. By F. J. Sheed. 
Sheed and Ward, 5s. 


HIS book—a refutation of Marxian 
Socialism Irom the Catholic stand- 
point—is remarkable for being written ina 
good temper. Instead of employing the 
abusive misrepresentation which is now 
usual in all major controversies, it gives a 
fairer exposition of Marxism and Commu- 
nism than most Marxists could be trusted to 
give of Catholicism. If it fails, or at any 
rate ends less interestingly than it begins, 
this is probably because the author is less 
ready to follow up his own intellectual im- 
plications than those of his opponents. 


As he sees clearly enough, the radical 
difference between Christian and Commu- 
nist lies in the question of personal immor- 
ality. Either this life is a preparation for 
another, in which case the individual soul is 
all-impcrtant, or there is no life after death, 
in which case the individual is merely a re- 
placeable cell in the general body. These 
two theories are quite irreconcilable, and 
the volitical and economic systems founded 
upon them are bound to be antagonistic. 


What Mr. Sheed is not ready to admit, 
however, is that acceptance of the Catholic 
position implies a certain willingness to see 
the present injustices of society continue. 
He seems to claim that a truly Catholic 
society would contain all or most of what 
the Socialist is aiming at—which is a little 
too like “ having it both ways.” 


Private Property 


Individual salvation ‘implies liberty, 
which is always extended by Catholic 
writers to include the right to private pro- 
verty But in the stage of industrial de- 
velopment which we have now reached, the 
right to private property means the right 
to exploit and torture millions of one’s 
fellow-creatures. The Socialist would 
argue, therefore, that one can only defend 
private property if one is more or less in- 
different to economic justice. 


The Catholic's answer to this is not very 
satisfactory. It is not that the Church 
condones the injustices of Capitalism—quite 
the contrary. Mr. Sheed is quite right in 
pointing out that several Popes have de- 
nounced the Capitalist system very bitterly, 
and that Socialists usually ignore this. But 
at the same time the Church refuses the 
only solution that is likely to make any real 
difference. Private property is to remain, 
the employer-employee relationship is to 
remain, even the categories “rich” and 
“poor” are to remain—but there is to be 
justice and fair distribution. In other 
words, the rich man is not to be expropria- 
ted. he is merely to be told to behave him- 
self. 


“(The Church) does not see men primarily as 
exploiters and exploited, with the exploiters as 
people whom it is her duty to overthrow... 
from her point of view the rich man as sinner 
is the object of her most loving care. Where 
others see a strong man in the pride of success, 
she sees a poor soul in danger of hell . . . Christ 
has told her that the souls of the rich are in 
ate danger; and care for souls is her primary 
work.” 


Souls or Bodies ? 


The objection to this is that in practice 
it makes no difference. The rich man is 
called to repentance, but he never repents. 
In this matter Catholic capitalists do not 
seem to be perceptibly different from the 
others. 


It is obvious that any economic system 
would work equitably if men could be trus- 
ted to behave themselves but long experi- 
ence has shown that in matters of property 
only a tiny minority of men will behave any 
better than they are compelled todo. This 
does not mean that the Catholic attitude to- 
ward property is untenable, but it does 
mean that it is very difficult to square with 
economic justice. In practice, accepting 
the Catholic standpoint means accepting ex- 
ploitation, poverty, famine, war and disease 
as part of the natural order of things. 


It would seem, therefore, that if the 
Catholic Church is to regain its spiritual 
influence, it will have to define its position 
more boldly. Either it will have to modify 
its attitude toward -private property, or it 
will have to say clearly that its kingdom is 
not of this world and that feeding bodies 
is of very small importance compared with 
saving souls. 


In effect it does say something of the 
kind, but rather uneasily, because this is 
not the message that modern men want to 
hear. Consequently for some time past the 
Church has been in an anomalous position, 
symbolized by the fact the Pope almost 
almost simultaneously denounces the Cap- 
italist system and confers decorations on 
General! Franco. 


Meanwhile this is an interesting book, 
written in a simple style and remarkably 
free from malice and cheap witticisms. If 
all Catholic apologists were like Mr. Sheed, 
the Church would have fewer enemies. 


THE VIEWS OF CONTRIBU- 
TORS MUST NOT BE ASSUMED 
TO REPRESENT THE POLICY OF 


"PEACE NEWS" OR OF THE 
PEACE PLEDGE UNION. 


Are the Refugees Really 
A Burden? 


Economics of the Refugee Problem, by 
Dorothy Frances Buxton. Introduction 
by Sir Norman Angel. Solus Publishing 
Co. 3d. 


WJERE is an answer, clear and complete, 
2 to those “benevolent ” Britishers wno 
develop such a sudden anxiety for the 
welfare of our own unemployed as soon 
as the refugee question is raised. To ask 
such people what they personally are 
doing about the unemployed might be tact- 
less, but the quiet, reasoned arguments 
contained in this pamphlet cannot fail to 
impress. 


That an influx of refugees necessarily 
means an increase in unemployment 1s 
BOOK 


PEACE cus 


Brings you the best in PEACE LITERATURE for 2/6 
a month. Write for particulars and a free copy of 
PEACE BOOK NEWS to the Secretary :— 

PEACE BOOK CLUB, 6, Goodwin's Court, 
St. Martin's Lane, London, W.C.2 


unadulterated fiddlesticks, and this pam- 
phlet develops more than a dozen sane 
reasons to prove it. 


As with most such writings that are 
forced to plough but one single furrow, 
some of the arguments turned up would 
sound a little thin if used lightly in conver- 
sation although they are quite at home in 
the full context of a written treatise. Cer- 
tainly the idea that immigration should be 
encouraged to off-set our decline in popu- 
lation, which otherwise “must reduce us 
to a second-class Power,” does remind me 
vaguely of the national baby farm methods 
of our friends the dictators. But those are 
all the criticisms I can manage. 


The foreword by Sir Norman Angel is 
good enough to be printed as a separate 
leaflet which would have gone well if it 
had been distributed last Sunday along 
with the Fascists. The body of the pam- 
phlet is a good mixture of construct:ve 
humanitarianism and economic analysis, 
an essential handbook for anyone wanting 
to help the refugees. 


DAVID SPRECKLEY 


The 
| 


World We 
Live In 


Biology and Christian Belief. W. Osborne 
Greenwood. S.C M. Press. Ils. 


This book meets a long-felt need. We 
have had a number of books relating the 
new physics and astronomy to the Christian 
religion, but we lacked one rendering the 
same service for us in regard to biology. 


Tn the last generation a great deal of use- 
ful work has been done in this field, and 
there are not a few biologists, as Sir Arthur 
Keith, whose views have obtained wide 
publicity, who write as if the new biology 
yielded naturally a mechanistic and materi- 
alistic interpretation of life. It was quite 
time someone of real competence wrote to 
point out that this is not necessarily so, and 
that by no means all the leading biologists 
think so. 


Dr. Greenwood gives a useful survey in 
simple and non-technical language of our 
present knowledge in this field. And he 
proceeds to show how congruous it is with 
an enlightened interpretation of the 
Christian faith. He gives useful descrip- 
tions of the nature and life of a living cell, 
of the working of the nervous system and 
the functioning of glands. And his closing 
chapter on “ purpose” is good. 


The book as a whole is a competent piece 
of work, of a quality we are led to expect 
in $.C.M. publications, and should prove 
useful to the ordinary reader who has 
neither time nor capacity for the technical 
books of science and theology, but who is 
interested in the world in which he lives, 
and likes to be able to think about the 
world around us and the world within, 
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Help to Make it 
20,000 


IDEADERS anxious to do their bit 

in improving the circulation of 
Peace News have been inquiring 
about readers’ conferences in pro- 
vincial centres similar to that held 
in London a short while ago. 

Arrangements for these are pro- 
ceeding, and it is hoped to make an 
announcement shortly. 

Meanwhile every reader can help 
by making the paper known to 
friends and even chance acquaint- 
ances. Suggestions as to how this 
may be done have appeared in our 
last two issues. If you have not 
adopted one of these suggestions, or 
thought out a plan of your own, get 
busy now and help us to get the 2,000 
more readers we need to reach a 
circulation in the 20,000’s again. 


Wilfred Wellock on 


Conscription 


(Continued from page 1) 


many people, such as town councillors and 
teachers, have responsibilities which may 
cause them to feel the necessity for taking 
protective action on behalf of others at an 
earlier stage than I in my circumstances 
might. Individual conscience alone can 
decide such issues. 


It therefore seems to me that pacifists 
ought to see in National Registration a 
great opportunity to drive home the facts 
about modern war. To oppose war and 
totalitarianism is to oppose National Regis- 
tration, while reasoned opposition to the 
latter and to conscription may result in a 
new wave of war resistance. 


Pacifists cannot remain indifferent to 
National Registration since it is a definite 
step towards social thraldom. Because cun- 
scription runs counter to everything for 
which pacifists stand, I see reason for 
special propaganda to reveal its causes, 
dangers and implications. 

I therefore welcome the No Conscription 
League, and trust the PPU will take the 
fullest advantage of this timely concentra- 
tion on the specific issue of conscription in 
order to expose the causes and evils of war 
and to increase war resistance. 


Progress in Spain—In Spite 
of the Civil War 


Social Reconstruction in Spain. By Gaston 
Laval. Spain and the World, 21 Frith 
Street, London, W.1. 3d. 


Reviewed by Ethel Mannin 


ATIENTION has recently been called in 
Peace News to the trial and sentence 
of Gaston Laval in France for his evasion 
of militarist duties in 1914. Twenty years 
after the war-to-end-war his identity was 
discovered by the French authorities, and 
he was sentenced to a term of imprison- 
ment of 44 years—the length of the war in 
which he refused to take part. 


Readers of Peace News should be in- 
terested in his pamphlet, Social Recon- 
struction in Spain, which gives an admir- 
ably efficient survey of the extent of collec- 
tivization achieved in industry by the 
workers’ syndicates, despite opposition by 
the authorities and the Communists, and 
despite the conditions of war. Laval’s aim 
in writing this pamphlet is, he says, “to 
draw the attention of English-speaking 
peoples to the finest exampie of Socializa- 
tion which has ever been known, and to 
the great example which has been offered 
to the world proletariat in its struggle for 
emancipation.” 


This social revolution, he claims, is “the 
result of a civil war.” The pacifist might 
well urge that if so much can be achieved 
in a country at war, and in the face of 
opposition from the Government and 
Communists, how much more might be 
achieved under conditions of peace. Must 
men murder each other, and each other’s 
wives and mothers and children and old 
people before workers’ power may be 
established? It is a pernicious fallacy 
which dies hard in revolutionary circles. 


A considerable measure of social recon- 
struction has been effected in Spain 
despite the civil war, not because of it. 
And in his chapter on Industrial Socializa- 
tion Laval himself says that of the many 


cbstacles that had to be contended with, 
“the war was the principal handicap,” 
despite his earlier statement. 


In point of fact the pamphlet demon- 
strates very vividly how workers’ control 
was enforced by non-violent methods. 
When the Government attempted to 
sabotage the work of the syndicates the 
workers expressed their opposition and 
resistance “ firstly through their press and 
by word of mouth, later by Union meet- 
ings.” and “on the whole one can ‘state 
that the action af the Unions «was success- 
ful.” : 


Even where success was only partial, 
“appreciable reforms” were effected. 
“such as the semi-municipalization of 
medical aid, which places at the disposal 
of all inhabitants the services of doctors, 
nurses and midwives and pharmaceutical 
necessities; the improvement of teaching; 
the municipalization of lodgings.” 


Where industry, transport, the land, has 
been taken over by the workers’ syndicates, 
Laval shows exactly how it was done, and 
how it works out in practice, and, not only 
in Catalonia but in towns outside, “ amaz- 
ing results” have been achieved. It is all 
a remarkably clear and convincing state- 
ment of the case against governments and 
for anarcho-syndicalist workers’ control, 
and it makes fascinating reading. 


One day, as Laval says, an historian may 
make a complete and impartial analysis; 
in the meantime it is his hope that this 
little booklet—attractively produced and 
altogether astonishing value for threepence 
—‘may make clear to the English-speak- 
ing proletariat what is to be learnt from 
this daring experiment in Spain, bleeding 
and at the point of death, to show the 
world the path to happiness and dignity,” 


{t is a booklet which should not on any 
account be missed by any serious student 
of the Spanish struggle, which so far as 
the workers are concerned, is far more 
than merely anti-Fascist. 
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PEACE NEWS 


SPEAKING PERSONALLY 


Call to Home Secretary 


“ Sudeten Refugees 


Are Our 


We Need Direct Action, Not) responsibitity ’ 


the country, the Peace Pledge Union 

just doesn’t count. Don’t let’s have 
any illusions about that. Of course there 
are lots of excuses; we’ve only been going 
a few years, we’re numerically small, we 
haven’t much money. 

Nevertheless, 100,000 or even 5,000 deter- 
mined people with such deep convictions 
as we believe we have should be able to 
make a considerable dent in the existing 
order of things. Why, then, our ineffec- 
tiveness? It is, I think, because we have 
lost sight of the roots of pacifism. 

“T  renousce war.” That is our 
pledge—not “I want a World Conference 
please, at which a lot of old gentlemen 
sitting round a table will produce the 
millennium out of a top hat.” Of course, 
if they really wanted to, Chamberlain, 
Hitler, Montagu Norman, and a few others 
could produce the millennium—or what 
would pass as a good imitation of it in this 
war-weary, wage-slaving world. They 
could certainly abolish such obvious incon- 
veniences as war and poverty. 

But to do so would involve also the 
abolition of their cwn power, position, and 
interests; the abandonment of the whole 
social, political, and economic structure 
known as Imperialism. Which, of course, 
would be upsetting the Divine Plan of the 
Universe. 


A S a political factor in the affairs of 


“Interests” and Peace 


It is a waste of time to instruct the 
politicians how to get peace. They know 
already that it can’t be got on their terms. 
“Let no one imagine,” said Mr. Chamber- 
Jain, “that we are willing to sacrifice vital 
British interests even for peace.” And 
that goes for the rest of them. 

Opposition parties? Well, look at the 


- record of the Labour Party in its two 


periods of office; frock coats, top hats and 
the responsibility of position soon made 
them forget the struggles and hardships of 
their earlier lives. They had reached their 
goal, and it was a whole-time job to stay 
there. 

Or look, more recently, at the Popular 
Front in France. The much talked of 
colonial reforms were quickly forgotten 
when the General Staff reminded them of 
the Senegalese trocps. And where did the 
40-hour week go when the _ bankers 
threatened a financial collapse? 


* 


OES this mean that no political party 
can maintain its integrity when in 
power? Possibly, -ut not necessarily. It’s 
a question of discipline—of the means 
employed by the party to achieve power. 
Political parties are built on a moral 
foundation. They set out to correct an 
evil clearly seen by their founders. But 
more often than not as the party becomes 
larger its moral perception grows dimmer, 
and eventually the main objective in the 
minds vf the party’s leaders is the mere 
achievement of power. Political power 
becomes an end in itself. 

To achieve this end an ambitious 
political party will be ready to soft-pedal 
or even to drop altogether any measure 
which is likely to be unpopular with the 
electorate. The impression is deliberately 
created that the only thing people have 
got to do is to vote for the right candidate. 
The New Jerusalem will then be intro- 
duced by Act of Parliament. This is the 
illusion of so-called democracy. 

The whole technique of political propa- 
ganda in the democracies is devoted toward 
persuading a sufficiently large number of 
people that if they vote for a certain policy 
everything will be put right without any 
further effort on their part. Any party 
which achieves power on these terms finds 
itself hamstrung the moment it attempts 
any radical alteration in the structure of 
society. 


Voters’ Illusion 


The old Liberal conception that a par- 
liamentary majority could pass any 
measures it wanted has been disproved by 
events in Spain and elsewhere. There are 
groups of people in society who do not 
always regard themselves as under the 
control of Parliament. The financiers and 
the army—twin powers of violence and 
exploitation—wiltdecline to obey Parlia- 
ment if their special interests are 
threatened. They are the undemocratic 


Politics 


SPOTTISWOODE 


oligarchy which controls every capitalist 
country. 

Democracy is an illusion maintained by 
this oligarchy to keep the people quiet by 
persuading them that they are governing 
themselves. They will permit minor social 
reforms in order to keep this illusion up, 
but the moment a parliament attempts any 
fundamental alteration in the structure of 
society, such as would be necessary to 
eradicate war or unemployment, the forces 
of reaction refuse to cooperate. Capitalist 
democracy does not provide the means of 
its own destruction. 


* 


AXY movement which aims at a radical 
alteration of the present state of things 
must therefore be revolutionary. 

To ask the financial and military oli- 
garchy to carry out the sort of reforms we 
would consider necessary is to expect them 
voluntarily to commit political suicide. 
And to convince the people that it is 
possible to reconstruct society peacefully 
by Act of Parliament is to court dis- 
illusionment and disaster. Society can 
only be transformed by the direct actions 
of people. 

Fortunately the people who will ulti- 
mately benefit by such a transformation 


bg G PEAKING Personally " is a forum 
~ for the expression of individual 
views, which must not be taken to 


represent those of the Peace Pledge 


Union or of " Peace News." 

Nigel Spottiswoode is the sixteenth 
contributor to the feature, and this is 
the first of three articles by him. 


are in a numerical majority in every 
country. But to wait until the majority 
is convinced is to court the same dangers 
that reduce political parties to impotence. 
In the first instance our problem is to dis- 
cover the most effective action which can 
be taken by the very small minority who 
are already convinced of the theoretical 
validity of pacifism. 

Do the words of the peace pledge, which 
we who are members of the PPU have all 
signed, correspond to any real action on 
our part, ar are they merely an aspiration 
for the future? This is a question we 
should all ask ourselves. There are, of 
course, Many instances of pacifists who 
have put their beliefs into action and 
walked out of their jobs on grounds of 
conscience. This is true pacifism in action, 
and incidentally such actions have more 
effect on the general public than five years 
of meetings, conferences, leaflets, and other 
talkings around and about of the subject in 
hand. 

But ninety percent of us just talk. Talk- 
ing peace and acting war; that is the in- 
herent contradiction of the pacifist in a 
capitalist’ society. And that contradiction 
can only be resolved in action; if we take 
that action our pacifism will be truly 
dynamic and revolutionary—if not, it will 
be sterile and even reactionary. 


Transforming Society 


We are up against the hand that feeds 
us, for we are all economically enmeshed 
in the system we are trying to replace. 
Our job is not to work out the blue-prints 
of Utopia which will come into existence 
in the twinkling of an eye; if it were, the 
existing political machinery would suffice. 
Ours is the harder job of transforming 
society from within. 

We must dig the foundations of the new 
world ourselves, however inadequate our 
tools and whatever the opposition from the 
vested interests of the old buildings. We 
see clearly the moral advance which we 


. 

wish to make, but we are prevented from 
moving by the network of economic ties 
which binds us to the present order. The 
breaking of those ties will unloose a vast 
reservoir of energy at present held in 
check by the dead weight of a decayed 
society. 


* 


WA/ORKING and spending; producing and 

¥" consuming—this is the wey the world 
goes round. Cooperation, division of 
labour, and technical devices have enabled 
men to produce more food, clothes, and 
heat than is necessary to keep them and 
their families alive. 

In the past 250 years man’s productive 
power has increased 3,000-fold, but the 
standard of living of most of the world’s 
population is much as it was; plagues have 
been replaced by accidents, and famines 
have been supplanted by war. 

We all live on other people’s work and 
we all contribute to other people’s welfare. 
Most give more than they take, enabling a 
few to take so much that they can’t con- 
sume it. Hence capital, which such people 
invest where and how it will earn them 
most. 

People who are interested in consumable 
goods, and are looking for markets for 
them, may occasionally raise the wage 
level (and thus the purchasing power) of 
a section of society—provided they can still 
get another section to produce the goods 
for next to nothing. This is the condition 
in the British Empire at the moment. 

Most of us are about half-way up in the 
hierarchy of parasites. Indulgent capitalism 
can play about with model factories in 
England, keep its unemployed above starv- 
ation level, and pay the leader of the 
Opposition £2,000 a year because most of 
its work is being done by African and 
Indian natives working a 100 hours a week 
for 10d. 


At Home and Abroad 


This doesn’t mean that if we stopped 
sweating natives we should starve. Quite 
the reverse. Unemployment in the Lanca- 
shire cotton industry is due to the fact that 
capital has been removed from Lancashire 
and transferred to India and other places 
where there is a vast supply of cheap 
labour and where Trade Unions are pro- 
hibited by law. 

The workers of the West must not regard 
the natives in the colonies as either their 
enemies for producing the distressed’ areas 
or as useful only as the source of their dole. 
What we must realize is that it is in the 
interest of the workers everywhere to 
work together for the replacement of 
Imperialism by a social order in which 
work done in all countries will be comple- 
mentary and not competitive. 

But that does not absolve us from the 
fact that we live day by day on the misery 
of a mass of people we never think about 
Nor is it even expedient for the man on 
the dole to blame his condition on the 
capitalists and leave it at that. So long as 
capitalism can play off one set of workers 
against another it will be able to increase 
its strangl@hold on the world. 


Not Payable in Gold 


According to the Armaments Year-book 
the amount spent on armaments in 1938 
totalled £3,400,000,000, a sum exceeding the 
total value of the world’s gold by 
£338,000,000. 


Pacifist Party’s Meeting 


Postponed 
The public meeting arranged by the 


Christian Pacifist Party for yesterday | 


(Thursday) evening, in Friends House, 
Euston Road, London, N.W.1, has been 
postponed. 

The chairman of the party, the Rev. H. 
Ingli James, and the secretary, Mr. W. L. 
Williams, will now speak at an open meet- 
ing to be held in Friends House at 8 p.m. on 
March 15. 


Government’s £20,000 for 
Refugees 


The British Government has announced that} 


it will give £20,000 immediately to the inter- 
national commission which is trying to cope with 
the increased distress of child refugees in Spain. 

It was added that the Government would give 
more money later. The £20,000 brings up to 
£40,000 the contributions made by Great Britain. 
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PEACE COUNCIL’S 
PROPOSALS 


THE National Peace Council (to which 42 

other national organizations and many 
local peace councils are affiliated) has sent 
a memorandum to the Home Office empha- 
sizing the perilous position of the Sudeten- 
German refugees and their families in 
Czecho-Slovakia and urging action by the 
British Government to enable the refugees 
to leave Czecho-Slovakia at the earliest 
moment. 


The Home Secretary has also been asked 
to receive a deputation to discuss the Coun- 
cil’s proposals. 


The refugees concerned—some 2,000 
families amounting to between six and 
seven thousand persons—left their homes at 
the time of the entry of the German troops 
into Sudeten territory and are now living 
in camps and hutments situated near the 
frontier. The Czech Government does not 
desire these Sudeten Germans to be incor- 
porated in the new Czech State and, faced 
with German'demands for their extradition, 
the Government is urging the voluntary 
refugee organizations to get them out of the 
country as soon as possible. 


BRITISH RESPONSIBILITY 


The memorandum claims that “the 
British Government has, in virtue of the 
part which it played in bringing about the 
Munich settlement, a special responsibility 
for these people, whose homelessness is the 
direct result of that settlement.” 


“The position of these 6,000 persons cor:sti- 
tutes,” says the memorandum, “a limited but 
very urgent problem. It is accordingly desired 
to press upon the Secretary of State for Home 
Affairs that arrangement should be made to 
treat their case as a special case. 


“It is suggested that block visas should be 
issued to enable them to enter this country, and 
that instead of requiring an undertaking of 
support on the part of individuals or voluntary 
organizations, the Goverment should make itself 
responsible for their maintenance here until such 
time as a scheme for emigration, controlled and 
financed by the State, to one of the Dominions 
can be arranged. It is further suggested that, so 
far as the maintenance of the refugees still in 
Czechosiovakia and the cost of their transport 
to this country are concerned, a certain propor- 
tion of the £10,000,000 loan (the sum of £4.000,000 
has been named in this connexion) 
promised to the Czech Government by the 
British Government, should be set aside.” 


The memorandum has been endorsed by the 
Bishop of Chelmsford (President, the National 
Peace COuncil), Mr. George Lansbury. MP, Sir 
Norman Angell, Dr. Maude Royden, Dr. F. W. 
Norwood, Canon Stuart Morris, Dr. C. E. M 
Joad, Mrs. Duncan Harris, Dame Elizabeth 
Cadbury, Professor Gilbert Murray, Mr. H. H 
Elvin, and the Rev. Henry Carter, CBE. 


The 


PEOPLE'S PEACE FRONT 
is a pacifist party standing for 


disarmament and _ cooperation. 

Particulars from: J. W. Cowling, (hon. sec.), 

17 Shrewsbury Road, London, N.I1, mentioning 
this advertisement. 


The “JOY LOOM” 


Is really a miniature Loom, weaving darns 
of every kind—Hosiery, Linen, Fancywork, &c.— 
in a fascinating way. The needle carries the 
threads through a run-way—shuttlewise—thus 
obviating the tedious “over and under" 
method, without eyestrain. It opens out many 
possibilities with its perfect weaving; belts, 
bags, &c. Being suitable for all ages— 
children, including many boys, are enjoying its 
use—it provides instructive recreation. 

An_ editorial mention appeared in the 
17th November, 1938, issue of the " News 
Chronicle.” 


Awarded Silver Medal, 
International Exhibition, LONDON. 


Send P.O. for 3s. 9d. to: 
Reg. G. Macpherson (P.N.), 
14 West Cliffe Mount, Harrogate. 
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John Barelay 
THE 


| WENT to the first delegate meeting 
called to consider the formation of a 
No Conscription League at Conway Hall 
last Sunday afternoon (a report of which 
is given on another page). It was a very 
well attended meeting and covered a wide 
representation. 

The speeches were good and sometimes 
inspiring, and showed a complete unani- 
mity in their opposition to conscription. It 
seemed to me, however, that this League is 
only one part of our work. Of course we 
are opposed to conscription — we are 
opposed to war and one is inseparable from 
the other. 

I believe that the groups of the Peace 
Pledge Union have an enormous opportu- 
nity now to link up this work with their 
own and to point out to all those bodies 
who will cooperate in this particular aspect 
of war resistance that they can be a thou- 
sand times more effective if they will re- 
nounce the whole “bag-of-tricks.” 

* * a 

By complete non-cooperation in the war 
machine and by the withholding of our- 
selves from all war activity, we shall be 
able to change the whole direction of pre- 
sent-day politics and prevent any govern- 
ment from going to war. 


NO CONSCRIPTION 


PPU Page 
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On 


LEAGUE 


Pacifism is the only logical and effective 
answer to the war-lords, and I am con- 
cerned less any sudden emphasis on one 
part of our resistance should weaken our 
uncompromising opposition to the whole. 
We have the largest single organization 
within the cooperating bodies and we 
should therefore take a leading part in the 
work of convening similar conventions all 
over the country. 

As a member of the old ILP and a pre- 
sent member of the Cooperative Movement, 
I am proud to feel that we are so closely 
united with these movements in this cam- 
paign. The time is now upon us when 
every one of our voices must be raised to 
declare our opposition to war. 


We stand as pacifists in an organization 
primarily to make more pacifists. 

We are united on the pledge of complete 
renunciation of war and all its ramifica- 
tions. 

We renounce the armament programme 
and, in as far as each one of us can, we are 
determined to prevent its ultimate goal, 
War! 


PEACE ~NEWS 


We renounce ARP and conscription as 
being part of necessary war preparation, 
and by non-cooperation we are attempting 
to frustrate this diabolical and inhuman 
prostitution of the human mind. 

We stand on the wide basis of Christian, 
philosophic and economic pacifism and we 
are encouraged by the knowledge that all 
over the world the peoples are with us. In 
Europe at this moment 496 men are in 
prison for the refusal to obey conscription 
laws in conscript countries. 

By our support of the No Conscription 
League we can give them help by strength- 
ening the link which binds us together. As 
Stuart Morris pointed out at the conven- 
tion on Sunday, the Voluntary National 
Service is neither voluntary, nor national, 
nor service (in its true sense). We have to 
say no to all this humbug and by tearing 
the veil from the eyes of others, expose the 
thing for what it is, conscription. 


= * * 


We have, however, a further responsi- 
bility and that is to build up a really vol- 
untary international service. This is the 
work of the pacifist movement. Only by a 
creative and willing service and with the 
fortitude which can bear to suffer and be 
patient can we achieve our aim, universal 
brotherhood and peace. 

The lead from group headquarters is 
therefore to join the No Conscription 
League, unite with others along these lines 
and do your utmost to persuade them to 
throw in their lot without compromise 
with the full pacifist programme. 


Group News from the Four Corners 


DICK Sheppard Club has been started 
by the Brighton group—the address 


is 48 Montpelier Place. 

The premises were taken as soon as enough 
members had guaranteed two thirds of the rent. 
Club membership is open to anyone who is in 
sympathy with Dick Sheppard's ideals, whether 
or not they have signed the peace pledge. It is 
to be open every day and most of the group 
meetings will be held there. 

Members have succeeded in forming _the 
nucleus of a library, and hope to seil quantities 
of PPU pamphlets and Peace News. 


Nuneaton’s Petition Compaign 
ROUPS of the PPU and Fellowship of 
Reconciliation in Nuneaton recently 
called a meeting of organizations at which 


BOOK THES 
DATES! 


Saturday & Sunday, April 15 & 16. 
Second annual general meeting of 
the Peace Pledge Union in Friends 
House, Euston Road, London, N.W.1. 


Saturday, July 29, to Tuesday, 
August 8. 
Summer camp of the PPU. It will 
be an international camp with 
accommodation for 350, 150 of whom 
will come from other countries. 
Place and further details to be 
announced later. 


it was decided to organize a house to house 
canvass of Nuneaton for signatures to the 
National Peace Council’s Petition. 

Volunteers are now urgently needed for the 
canvass—over 100 are wanted. Names should be 
sent to G. W. Samuels, 244 Higham Lane, 
Nuneaton. 


Bishopbriggs’ Propaganda Scheme 
PROPAGANDA Committee has just 
been formed in connexion with the 

Bishopbriggs group. Members are sending 

out a circular to all members containing 

a general letter of appeal and several sheets 

drawn up by the respective conveners of 

each section of propaganda. 

Members will be asked to volunteers for 
all the activities they can, and an incentive 
is being given by a proposed informal feed 
and concert on February 17, a mass poster 


The Dick Sheppard 
Memorial Club 


Restaurant 


in the buildings of The King's Weigh 
House Church, Thomas Street, Oxford 


Street, W.1 (two minutes from 
Selfridge's), is OPEN DAILY (except on 
Saturdays) from 3.30 p.m. to 9.30 p.m. 
to Members and non-Members alike. 


* 


The Club has rooms that can be 
hired. 


parade on February 25, and a mass Peace 
News selling on March 4. 

In addition to these activities, the group 
has been running monthly propoganda 
meetings. 


National Register Debate at 
Abergavenny 


THE Abergavenny group held a debate on 
the National Register last week, be- 


fore a large audience. 

Brig. Gen. J. B. G. Tulloch spoke ‘n favour of 
the scheme and Councillor Max Beveridge 
supported him. Opposing the Register on be- 
haif of the group was Mr. Maelor T. Griffiths, 
supported by Mr. Frank Hancock. No vote was 
taken as the debate was arranged merely to give 
the audience both sides of the question, and it 
was thought advisable not to make it too 
competitive. 

Excellent questions were asked, and judging 
by these and the applause given to the opposi- 
tion, there was no doubt where the sympathy 
of the audience lay. 


Sheffield and District Weekend 
School 


A WEEKEND school for members in 

Sheffield and district will be held at 
‘ Barleycrofts,” Great Hucklow, on March 
4th and 5th. The lecturer will be Max 
Plowman, and the subject will be “ Paci- 
fism and the Prcblems of Today.” 

The charge for the weekend from tea on the 
Saturday to tea on the Sunday will be 7s. 6d. 
for men and 6s. 6d. for women. Manchester and 
Rotherham members are being asked to join the 
school, which is the first to be held by the 
Sheffield branch. 

Those intending to be present should write 
immediately to: The Secretaries, Peace Pledge 
Union, 25 Change Alley, Sheffield, 1, immediately, 
as accommodation is limited to 30 men and 30 
women. 


Oxford City Group’s A.G.M. 


IDESIDES arranging for the disposal of the 
£1,000 gift to the group’s Jewish 
Refugee Fund (reported on page 2), the 
annual general meeting of the Oxford City 


National Service 
Minister Presented 
with ‘** Peace News” 


Mr. Ernest Brown, Minister of Labbur, 
was presented with a copy of last week’s 
“No Conscription ” issue of “ Peace News ” 
when he arrived at the Albert Hall on 
Tuesday night for the Air Raid Wardens’ 
Rally. 

He accepted it with good grace from one 
of the fifty “Peace News” sellers who 
surrounded the hall. 


Though a cordon of police and plain 
clothes men guarded the approach to the 
door, they made no attempt to stop the 
seller, and did not interfere with him after 
the incident. Perhaps he did not look like 
one of the I.R.A. men, for whom, apparently 
they were on the look-out! 

There was 2 good sale of “ Peace News,” 
though the Wardens proved “sticky” cus- 
tomers. The demonstration was organized 
by the City Group of the PPU. 


a joint public meeting with the Oxford 
University Pacifist Association, and a group 
social, both to be held early in March. 


The secretary, in his review of the year’s 
work, made special reference to the success of 
weekly open-air meetings held during the 
summer months, and it was decided to resume 
these as soon as possible, and also to form small 
study groups throughout the group area. 


A distressing feature in the report was the 
lack of finance. Much discussion followed a 
proposition to levy a small weekly subscription 
(e.g., 2d.) over the “live” membership of the 
group. This suggestion was unanimously re- 
jected on the ground that it was desirable to 
maintain a purely voluntary basis. 


New Headquarters for Bradford 


BRADFORD'S new headquarters at 112 
Morley Street, were officially opened 

by the Rev. J. Singleton on January 11. 
The opener stressed that members should 
realize the value of human intercourse and the 
spirit of friendship. He hoped the new head- 
quarters would not restrict or destroy any 
freedom of movement and that they would not 


Group made provisional arrangements for be responsible for institutionalism or officialism. 


96 R St., 
UNION Londen, WAL. 


Jan. 27, 193) 


PEACE PLEDGE 


“ THINGS WE WANT YOU 


WHAT EVERY 


YOUNG MAN 
SHOULD KNOW 
ABOUT WAR 


" KAGAWA " 


By WILLIAM AXLING 


Published by 


By The Student Christian Movement 
Harold Roland Shapiro A thrilling story of Adventure 


TO KNOW” 


WAR 
IS NOT 


INEVITABLE 
13th series of 


Problems of Peace 


3/6 in the realms of both the body 3/6 6/- 


and the spirit. 


THE P.P.U. DIARY 


The New Year is already a month old and we are therefore 


offering the Diaries at I/- each, post free. 
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FIT i» 
) 
; By Theo Wills ===) 
"THE “children’s State,” as Basque House 
was described in this place last week, 
has among its many functions the health 
and fitness of its citizens. As a group the 
children are well and sound, at least in the 
negative sense of repelling disease. 
Compared with their physical condition 
on landing in England 1} years ago, they 
have made extraordinary strides, recover- 
ing from the war-time setback and forging 
ahead with their normal bodily develop- 
ment. In all of them growth is noticeable, 
almost from week to week. While this is 
encouraging to all who have responsibility 
for them, there are certain natural condi- 
tions that help. « 
® * Py 


They come from a stock that, although 
tending to be short, is stocky, tough and 
resistant; they come from a land of more 
sunshine than ours, more oil and more frutt. 
Given fair circumstances for recovery and 
development, they are able to achieve it. 
Moreover they are living out in the country 
not many miles from the East Coast, away 
from urban stuffiness; they are not pam- 
pered. 

Equally important is the physical exercise 
undertaken every day in the fresh air of the 
garden. Half-an-hour before dinner they break 
out from classes for “ gimnasia” in the avenue. 
From the office window they can be seen bend- 
ing, stretching, jumping, and breathing deeply. 

It is an amusing coincidence that these 
children, whose ancient democratic State was 
founded and governed under the “Oak of 
Guernika,” and one of the oak trees that abound 
in this neighbourhood and gave this house its 
former name (The Oaks, Langham), can both 
be seen from one window. It may be no more 
than a pretty conceit, but at times it symbolizes 
the continuity of their lives, and the need for 
their State to travel unimpeded on its path, in- 
deed the ardent assurance that it will. 

When the bell rings next day, and merry 
voices dance into the open, some of the staff 
will have gone down to join them. 

e = ® * 

Football matches, also, have their part in our 
scheme, and are immensely enjoyed by our team. 
Excluding the eight youngest boys, there are 
sixteen from whom to choose a team. At a 
pinch any one would fit in. 

We have had a series of games recently with 
Colchester schools, and junior clubs in surround. 
ing villages. Scores have been always close and 
the results have been as often in our favour 
as against us. We now have a most creditable 
team, eager, fast and tricky, and working well 
together. The forwards again and again have 
retrieved the failings of the defence. 

Incidentally, may we have the first option on 
discarded football boots? 

One might mention dancing as another variety 
ei exercise. Thus we keep ourselves in healthy 
Tym. 


* = * * 


This series, “Under the Oak Tree," is a 
weekly reminder of the Basque Children who 
are our proteges at Basque House, Langham, 
Colchester, Essex. All gifts in kind should be 
sent there. 

Donations, in cash or by cheque, should be 
sent to the Basque Fund, Peace Pledge Union, 
96 Regent Street, London, W.1. They will b2 
most gratefully acknowledged. 


The Notice Board 


Meetings 
West Norwood group meets on second and 
fourth Tuesdays in Room 4, St. Luke’s Chureh 
Hall (near tram terminus). Study_circle (to 
study Gregg’s The Power of Non-Violence), 
meets in members’ houses in rotation—usually 
first and third Tuesdays. 


Poster Parades 


There will be no parades from 96 Regent Street 
this Saturday. 

Edmonton.—Parades from Independant Church 
(next to Town Hall) at 6 p.m. on January 28 and 
February 4. 

Volunteers wanted for special parades to 
awaken public interest in the sufferings of 
Sudeten refugees. Held every Monday from 
6.45 p.m. from Dick Sheppard Memorial Club, 
Thomas Street, W.1. Refreshments before and 
after the parade obtainable at the club. 

Bradford.—Volunteers wanted for parades this 
evening (Fricay) at 7.30 p.m., and tomorrow at 
at ae Meet at PPU Headquarters, 112 Morley 

treet. 


“Peace News” Sellers Wanted 

Wandsworth region holding mass door-to-door 
selling on January 27. Meet Tooting Broadway 
Urderground Station at 7.15 p.m. 

Tottenham.—Helpers are urgently required to 
sell Peace News and help at bookstall on Fridays 
from 6 p.m. outside the Friends’ Meeting House, 
High Road.—Write to Hilda Butcher, 19 Grey- 
hound Road, London, N.17. 


Miscellaneous 

Cardiff.—On Tuesday, February 7, and on 
every following Tuesday, the Friends’ Meeting 
House, 43 Charles Street, will be open from 
7 p.m. to 9.30 p.m. for peace work. Make this 
a centre for PPU efforts. 

Offers of hospitality for refugee friends 
urgently needed from London Area, particularly 
for short periods of a night or two, to take 
them on arrival in London before travelling on 
to other parts of. the country. Write to: War 
Resisters’ International, 11 Abbey Road, Enfield, 


1 Middlesex. 
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Forthcoming 
Kvents 


As this is a free service. we reserve the 
right to select for publication notices sent 
in. We nevertheless desire to make it as 
complete a service as we reasonably can, 
and therefore urge organizers of events to 


1. Send notices to arrive not later than 
Monday. 


2. Include: Date, TOWN, Time, Place (hall, 
street); mature of event; speakers, 
organizers (and secretary’s addrcss)— 
preferably in that order and style. 


Today & Tomorrow 
LONDON, N.W.1; Friends House, Euston Road; 
A conference on the Economic Road to Peace; 
organized by W.1 group of the PPU; details 
from the honorary organizer, Dick Sheppard 
Memorial Club, King’s Weigh House, Thomas’ 
Street, London, W.1. 


Today 


HARROW; 6.30 p.m., Friend's Meeting House, 

Rayner's Isane; Francis H. Knight on “The 

Quaker and National Service "; PPU. | 
WOKINGHAM; 7.45 p.m., Town Hall; Canon 

Stuart Morris and Richard Symonds; PPU. | 
BAYSWATER; 8 p.m., Dick Sheppard Centre, 52 
Queensway; discussion on “ What man or woman 

has made the greatest contribution toward peace 

since 1918?"; President Masaryk, President 

Wilson, Sir Austen Chamberlain, M. Litvinoff and 

Dick Sheppard will be among the candidates; 

LNU, Junior Imperial League, Labour League of 

Youth, and PPU. 

BOW; 8 p.m., Kingsley Hall, Powis Road; Murder 

in the Cathedral, by T. S. Eliot; presented by 

The Adelphi Group. 

HULL; 8 p.m., Peace Centre, 64 Prospect Street; 

play reading: Glorious Morning; produced by 

C. Evans; PPU. 


Tomorrow 

NEW SOUTHGATE; 8 p.m, Springfield Hall, 
Springfield Road; dramatic evening; The Boy 
Comes Home (A. A. Milne) and Homicide 
(Hedley Quant); New Southgate Pax Players. 
(See Classified Advert.) 

SUTTON; 8 p.m., Public Hall; Dr. Wood on 
“Christian Pacifism and Rearmament”; Sybil 
Morrison on “ Women.and Pacifism”; PPU, 


Sunday, Jan. 29 


FINSBURY; 7.30 p.m., Town Hall; R. Palme Dutt, 
Leonard Barnes, W. Ofori Atta, E. Tuckfield; 


’ Negro Welfare Association and Gold ‘Coast Stu- 


dents’ Union, supported by London Federation of 
Peace Councils. 


KETTERING; 8 p.m.. Central Hall, Montague 


. Street; Canon Stuart Morris, Miss Mary Gamble 


and Rev. W. H. Cauldwell (chairman); PPU. 


. BRADFORD; 8.15 p.m., Theatre Royal; George 


Y“ansbury and Richard Wood; PPU. 


Monday, Jan. 30 


- LIVERPOOL; 8 p.m., Knotty Ash Congregational 
-Church; discussion on Affirmations of London 


Congress of Christian Pacifists; Ralph G. White- 
head. FoR. 

STAINES; 8 p.m., Town Hall; Ruth Fry, James 
Ep and Margaret NcNeil (chairman); 


Tuesday, Jan. 31 


TOWER HILL; 12.30 p.m., Open-air meeting; 
Rev. Allan Harling; City PPU group. 

LONDON, N.W.1; 1.20 p.m., Friends House, 
Euston Road; James Avery Joyce on “ Youth and 
Peace Service"; Peace Committee of London 
Friends. 

LONDON, W.C.2; 6.30 p.m., St. Martin’s Vestry 
Hall, 6 St. Martin's Place; Eric Gill; PPU. 
BANSTEAD; 8 pm., Clere Cottage, corner of | 
Court Road and Bolter's Lane; C. G. E. Hill on 
“The National Register”; PPU. 

CLAPTON; 8 p.m., 144a, Clapton Common: de- | 
date on “Pacifism”; J. Theodore Harris; PPU 
and LNU. - ' 


Wednesday, Feb. 1 


BRIXHAM; 7.30 p.m., Methodist Schoolroam. 
Fore Street: W. B. Curry and Maurice Hunt; PPU. 
KNOWLE; 7.30 p.m.. Knowle Park Congregational 
Church, Broad Walk; Leslie O. Brown on 
“ Aggression and the Defence of Liberty”; Rev. 
¥. M. Cooper (chairman); Council of Christian 
Pacifist Groups. 

EDMONTON; 8 p.m.. Town Hall; Lord Arnold. 
J.N. Slack and Rev. E. J. Keely (chairman); PPU 
in conjunction with National Peace Council Peti- 
tion Week 

LONDON, W.C.1; 8 p.m., Conway Hall, Red Lion 
Square; Canon Stuart Morris on “ Individual 
War Resistance”; Federation of Progressive 
Societies and Individuals. 

WORTHING; 8 p.m.. W. H. Smith’s, South Street; 
Rov Walker on “ARP”; PPU. 

OXFORD; 8.15 p.m., 115 High Street; William R. 
Hughes on “ Pacifists and Germany"; University 
Pacifist Association. 


Thursday, Feb. 2 


LONDON, E.C.4; 1.10 p.m., 13 Paternoster Row; 
Andrew Stewart on “Is Conscription Coming?”; 
City PPU group. 

LONDON, E.C.4; 5.30 p.m., 13 Paternoster Row; 
Richard Bishop on “Nationalism and Peace”; 
City PPU group. 
NARROGATE; 8 p.m.. 
Stuart Morris and Dr. 
(chairman); PPU. 


Friday, Feb. 3 


TROWBRIDGE; 7.30 p.m., The Tabernacle; Miss 
Cornyatt on “ Palestine"; PPU. 

LONDON, W.C.1; 8 p.m., 8 Endsleigh Gardens; 
discussion on “The Problem of Jewish Persecu- 


tion °; PPU. 
Monday, Feb. 6 


Crown Hotel, Canon 
Kathleen Rutherford 


NORTHWOOD, Middlesex: 8 p.m., Central Hall, 


Hallowell Road; Dr. Alex Wood and Christopher 
Sharman (chairman); Pacifist Group. ; 
GRAVESEND; 8 p.m., Princess Street Congrega- 
tional Hall; Ben Greene’ on “A Positive Peace 
Policy”; Rev. Howard Kemp (chairman); PPU. 


= PEACE NEWS 


2, “OBIECES 


[Tt is sometimes said that pacifism 


4 isa mere negation. But though it 
begins with the refusal to take part 
in war, it cannot and does not end 
there. For that reason Aldous Huzx- 
ley wrote the first official pampklet 
of the Peace Pledge Union, What are 
you going to do about it? explaining 
its aims and basis. The policy of the 
Peace Pledge Union arises out of the 
basis of membership, which is the re- 
nunciation of the war method. 


It is recognized that it is not suffi- 
cient'merely to say “No” to war. The 
Peace Pledge Union presses for the 
immediate calling of a new world 
conference, at which representatives 
of all nations shall be invited to sit 
round the “family” table on terms of 
absolute equality, in order that their 
needs and grievances can be dis- 
cussed. If we are to avoid war we 
must be prepared to discuss all the 
_causes of possible war in a spirit of 
understanding and sympathy. Those 
who “have” must recognize their 
responsibility towards those who 
“have not.” The PPU repudiates the 
war method whether used in self- 
defence, or in support of the Lcague 
of Nations and collective security or 
in aggression. 


The Peace Pledge Unian is, there- 
fore, anxious to include within tts 
membership everyone who is ready to 
renounce war and live instead for 
peace. 


The headquarters are at 96 Regent 
Street, London, W.1. The President is 
George Lansbury, M.P, the Treasurer, 
Maurice L. Rowntree, the Chairman (and 
secretary), Canon Stuart Morris, and the 
Group Organizer, John Barclay. 


Give your pledge on a’ postcard:— 
I renounce war and I will never 
support or sanction another. 


Sign this, add your address, and scnd 
the card to PPU headquarters. 


P.P.U. 


ACCOMMODATION 


To Let 
TWO ROOMS, furnished or unfurnished, with 
use of kitchen, to be Let. Tenants must be 
racially tolerant young men or married couple. 
Refugees acceptable. Terms reasonable.—For 
further particulars, address 12a Westbourne 
Grove, W.2. 


Wanted 
UNFURNISHED FLAT wanted in the Hornsey 
district. Three/four rooms. Box 145, Peace 
News. 3 Blackstock Road, N.4. 


[sunpie AND DECORATING | 


DECORATIONS AND ALL HOUSE REPAIRS. 
Plumbing. &c.—C. T. Coles, 45. Aima Avenue, 
Highams Park. E.4. Telephone: Larkswood 1904. 


| 
| DRAMATIC | 


DO YOU LIVE IN NORTH LONDON? If so, 
come to Springfield Hall, Springfield Road, NEW 
SOUTHGATE, tomorrow (Saturday) (8 p.m.), 
for a dramatic evening. New Southgate Pax 
Players present The Bey Comes Home (A.A. 
Milne); interlude (presented by Madame Elsie 
Wood): and Homicide (Hedley Quant). 
Admission by programme, Is. from 59 Waterfall 
Road, New Southgate, N.11. 


| EDUCATIONAL | 


PROPAGANDA ART COURSE, at Christ- 
church. 5 Watney Street. Commercial Road, E.1. 
Make your own group banner, &c. Mondays 
and Fridavs. 80 pm 


GERMAN PACIFIST, expert linguist, living in 
South Denmark near beautiful Flensburg Fjord, 
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


13d. per word, minimum 2s 


Box Number 6d. extra 


LATEST TIME FOR COPY TUESDAY MORNING 


KINGSTON. EDINBURGH, The Fountainhead 
of Modern Nature Cure ‘Health Home and 
Training Centre). President: James C. Thom- 
son Particulars from the Secretary. Kingston, 
Edinburgh 9. 


ILLUMINATED ADDRESSES 


ILLUMINATED ADDRESSES (framed or un- 
framed), albums scrolls, testimonials, rolis of 
honour, &c., from 1 guinea to 100 guineas; advice 
readily given by ourown artists Battley Brothers. 
Ltd., Commercial Artists and Photographers. 
Printers and Publishers, The Queensgate Press. 
Clapham Park, S.W.4. Telephone: Macaulay 3401 


| LECTURES | 


“INDIVIDUAL WAR RESISTANCE,” by 
Canon Stuart Morris. Wednesday, February }, 
at 8 p.m., Conway Hall. Red Lion Square, W.C.1. 
Price ls) F.P.S.I. 


MEETINGS, &c. , 


FELLOWSHIP OF RECONCILIATION. A 
Fellowship Hour, for communion with Ged and 
each other, is held the third Monday in each 
month, from 6 to 7 p.m., at 17 Red Lion Square, 
W.C.1. 


| PRINTING | 


ATTRACTIVE THROWAWAYS., 12s 6d. for 
5,000. Prompt service. Marshall, 3 Wickham 
Road, Lengon, S.E.4. 


| RELIGIOUS | 


QUAKERISM.—Information . and  hiterature 


is willing to take students as boarders to learn | respecting the Faith and Practice of the Religious 
German, Danish. Swedish, French or Italian |Society of Friends, free on application to the 


Very reasonable terms. Facilities for regular 
German and Danish conversational practice in 
district. For further particulars apply War 
Resisters”’ International, 11 Abbey Road, Enfield, 
Middlesex, or direct to Dr. Arnold Kalisch, 
Nygade 18, Graasten, Denmark. 


PHRENOLOGY aids Internationa! Under- 
standing. Thorough training given in ctasses. 
New Session, February. Stamp for particuiars 
to Class Organizer, British Phrenologica! Society, 
65 Chancery Lane, London, W.C.2. 


HEALTH AND MEDICAL 


GARLIC NATURE-CURE TREATMENT for 
rheumatism. With a pure diet, no better remedy 
for rheumatism than garlic is known to medical 
science. “Allysol” tablets and liquid contain 
the antiseptic purifying power of garlic without 
that garlic smell “™Allysol” does. not taint 
breath or body. No animal substance. No drug 
effect. Powerful but harmless. Trial box 3s. 
or 3 months supply 24s, post free from G. 
Millwood, Boxhilt Road, Tadworth, Surrey. 


Finance 


THE NOTTINGHAM SCHEME 


T the annual general meeting held in 
London last March, the Nottingham 
scheme of Group Finance, particularly with 
regard to members’ subscriptions, was ex- 
plained. The scheme was subsequently 
considered by a special committee who, 
with the Finance Committee, recommended 
its adoption to the Sponsors. 

Particulars of the decisions arrived at 
were later sent to group leaders, and they 
were recommended to adopt the Notting- 
ham Scheme. or one similar in connexion 
with the membership of their groups. 

As a result quite a number of groups 
have written to Nottingham for Member- 
ship and Collecting cards. Particulars re- 
garding the Nottingham Scheme are set out 
in detail for the benefit of new groups and 
others who are unfamiliar, or who wish to 
refresh their memories. 


Two Cards 


There are two kinds of cards, Members’ and 
Collectors’, The former is made to fold in three 
parts. This provides for the entry of particulars 
relating to the group region, and area, and the 
leader’s name and address. Provision is also 
made for the member’s name and address. The 
inside of the card shows the names of the 
Sponsors and the principal officers, together 
with the pledge, reference to Peace News, anda 
space for particulars regarding group meetings. 

The middle of the card is ruled to provide for 
a record of monthly payments made, covering 
two years—and with the amount of subscription 
due—and the collector’s name. 

The second card, used by collectors, provides 
for a record of subscriptions received from ten 
members. 


The Procedure 


The scheme is operated very 
follows:— 

(a) Active members of a group are given a 
collector’s card, asked to put their own names 
at the head of the card, and then to get nine 
others. Names and addresses of signatories in 
their districts are supplied and, in the case of 
Nottingham, a monthly subscription of 6d. is 
obtained wherever possible—but, it is stressed 
that a subscription is not an essential qualifica- 
tion to membership. 

(b) On obtaining a subscription the amount 
is entered on the collector's card. A member- 
ship card is then made out by the collector and 
handed to the member. 

(c) Subscriptions are handed in to the Group 
Treasurer each week, the collector’s card being 
initialled by the treasurer. 


simply as 


(d) Of the 6s. per year received, it is suggested 
that 2s. should be retained by the groups, Is. 
sent to the Regional Committee, 6d. to the Area 
Committee, and 2s. 6d. to Headquarters. While 
it is advisable to maintain a standard subscrip- 
tion to H.Q., the other amounts may be varied 
in accordance with the groups’ wishes. 


Advantages of Scheme 


The advantages of such a scheme as outlined 
above are many and a few of the obvious ones 
are set out below:— 

1. Each active member sponsors nine or more 
others, and is able to:— Rot 

(a) distribute literature; 

(b) promote sales.of Peace News; 

(a) encourage attendance at meetings; 
(d) establish personal contact. 

2. The group can budget for its expenditure 
and have an assured income. 

3 Members have some tangible evidence of 
their group membership. 

4. A definite approach is made to signatories 
and others for financial support (most people 
are willing to subscribe if requested). 

5. Group activities are no longer handicapped 
by lack of means. 

These cards may be obtained from Mr. Thomas 
Abbott, 4 stanford Street, Nottingham, at the 
following rates: — 

Membership cards, 8s. per 


100; Collectors’ 
cards, 7s. per 100 carriage paid. 
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each week. Every sincere 
Peace worker should see 
it. By using the attached 
coupon, you can get the 
"NL" at the special 
tate of 2s. dd. for six 
months, post free. 


Special Ofter to “PEACE NEWS” Readers | 


Readers of " Peace News " have become interested in the I.L.P. because | 
of its stand against War, Rearmament and the National Register. 
The " New Leader," organ of the I.L.P., vigorously voices these views 


1 enclose 2s. 4d. 


months according to your special offer in “ Peace News. 


Name 


Address 


Friends Home Service Committee, Friends 


House, Euston Road, Londan, N.W.1. 


TYPEWRITING | 


TYPING FOR “PEACE” Jean's Typing and 
Duplicating, Office are waiting for any jobs you 
may have—large or small Speed, efficiency, and 
low charges. ‘Phone Bishapsgate 3309; 7, Broad 
Street Station, Liverpool Street, E.C.2 . 


‘ 


i WHERE. TO STAY 


RRS TEA TS SE TT 
DERBYSHIRE HILLS. Vegetarian Food Re- 
form Guest House. Alt. 600ft. For happy holi- 
day or restful recuperation. Increased accom- 
modation. Central heating throughout ; h..and c. 
water in all bedrooms. Central for conferences. 
—A. & K:S. Ludlow, The Briars, Crich, near 
Matlock. Telephone Ambergate 44. ~ Station 

Ambergate (L.M.S.). ia : 


The Free-Economy Federation 
Great Britain 


Aims at the ABOLITION. OF | PRIVATE 
OWNERSHIP OF LAND and the release of 
IDLE CAPITAL for the production of goods 
as a means of ensuring to all tho FULL 


PROCEEDS OF LABOUR. 


wish to secure peace on the 
economic justice should apply 
for particulars to: 
The General Secretary, Free-Economy 
Federation, 
2 Princess Crescent, London, N.4 
(Representatives will attend the Conference) 


All who 
basis of 


HILLSIDE GUEST HOUSE 
FARNCOMBE, SURREY 


Centred in the heart of tesutitul country, 


Excelient Facilities for Conferences, Accom. 90, 


Leeture Hal seat 200. Central heating. 
OPEN ALL the year rousd, easy reach of 
London, ‘road or rail. 

—— Write or ‘Phone: Godalming 1055 -——- 


Read the 


SOCIALIST CASE 
AGAINST WAR in 


“FORWARD” 
Every Friday 2d. 
H=NEST, FEARLES3, INDEPENDENT 


Send postcard for sample copy to: 
26, Civic Street, Glasgow, C.4. 


“NLL 


for six 


Please send me the 


London, £.C.4. 


aa 


-- 
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Political Opposition 
Launched 


(continued from page 1) 


National Register, that the time has come 
definitely to stand out against what is being 
proposed, and to organize the very large 
body of opinion which is opposed to what 
the Government is doing.” 

They reached this attitude from different 
points of view, but in the circumstances, with 
a Government that had pursued, in season and 
out of season, its war preparations, he appealed 
to everybody, if they were opposed to the pro- 
cess of driving the nation into war, to cease 
quarrelling about their various points of view 
and to unite with all who opposed conscription, 
direct or indirect, in order effectively and 
politically to resist the plans that were being 
laid. 

They were not there to say what individuals 
should do when faced with the necessity of 
making a decision on National Service, but to 
do all in their power to resist those plans of 
conscription that would make it necessary for 
the individual to decide. 


LABOUR LEADERS DISREGARDED 


Seconding, Fenner Brockway said there 
had never been any occasion where resist- 
ance to a policy that had been officially 
advised had been so widespread, as in the 
case of the advice given by the leaders of 
the Labour movement to their rank-and- 
file to cooperate in the National Register 
campaign. 


Referring to the opposition cf the Hud- 
dersfield, Leeds, Bradford, Sheffield, and 
other Trade Councils, he read a letter from 
the secretary of the Huddersfield Council 
reporting that 

owing to the feeling among trade unions 

in the West Riding of Yorkshire, the 

TUC General Council had appointed a 

special representative to go round trying 

to get individual trade unionists to serve 
on the National Register committees. 


“T hold in my hand the document which 
will be published by the Government in 
connexion with the National Register next 
Wednesday,” he said. “It is the schedule 
of reserved occupations. 


STEP TO CONSCRIPTION 


“No-one can look at this document with- 
out realizing that this is the first stage of 
the conscription scheme which the Govern- 
ment intends to introduce in war time. It 
takes every trade and industry in the 
country, and states exactly the men who 
will be exempted from military and other 
State war services because they are in 
occupations’ necessary for the purposes of 
war. 


“Every trade and industry states the 
ages at which the younger men may imme- 
diately be called up for the purposes of 
military service.” 


No-one could study the scheme without reali- 
zing that in addition to military conscription 
industrial conscription was intended. For it 
naturally followed that those in the reserved 
occupations would only be free so long as they 
remained in those occupations. 


THREAT TO STRIKERS 


Moreover, strike action would be met as it 
was met in the War, when strikers in reserved 
occupations in Coventry were told that by the 
very act of leaving their work they would 
“divest themselves of any protection against 
recruitment for the armed forces.” © 


In connexion with the South Wales Miners’ | 


Federation’s refusal to cooperate in national 
registration there was the reservation that if 
the Government’s foreign policy changed. the 
tederation’s attitude might change—that is, if 
the Government were prepared to take action 
against Germany, it might be prepared to 
cooperate. 

“T want to warn this conference against 
that attitude,” said Mr. Brockway. “If you 
go step by step to conscription, you will 
find that to resist fascism in another 
country you have to introduce the methods 
of fascism in this country.” (Applause.) 


They were not merely engaged in resist- 
ing the National Register because of its 
dangers, but in the bigger purpose of re- 
sisting all those tendencies moving to war 
and of showing the Government that there 
is a great body of people determined to 
resist those policies to the end. 

Mrs. Eleanor Barton pointed out that women 


as well as men would be brought into the scheme 
of registration. 


Mr. Donald Fraser, a prospective Labour can- 
didate, declared himself against any support of 
conscription and any support of “national 
unity.” 

Referring to the attitude of the Labour leaders, 
Mr. G. F. Dutch, Vice-Chairman of the London 
Cooperative Society, Ltd., said: 

“It is incredible that people who have lived 
through the war years should be giving advice 
as if that experience were unknown to them. 
It is incredible that they are giving this advice 


(Continued in cols. 2 and 3) 


PEACE 


NEWS 


A Pacifist Commentary 


Model for a World Conference : : 
M. Flandin’s Ideal 


Two Spains : : 


"THE difficulties that may have to be over- 

come before a new world economic 
conference can be called are not to be over- 
looked. By the publication of the impor- 
tant series of articles by Mrs. H. M. Swan- 
wick, and in other ways, Peace News seeks 
in fact to set these out and point a way to 
overcome them. But, whatever they may 
be, those difficulties most emphatically do 
not include the impracticability of the idea. 
No effort to bring about such a conference 
should be allowed to be discouraged by 
such a charge. 

Eloquent testimony to the practicability 
of the idea—in whatever form or forms it 
may have to be expressed—was presented 
at various meetings in London of the 
International Wheat Advisory Committee 
when the representatives of over a dozen 
nations—in fact, virtually all those con- 
cerned—called for a world conference to 
discuss the crisis that faces the world in 
that particular branch of its economic life. 
And the inclusion among them of Germany 
and the USSR (as well as of Spain) 
scotches the over-emphasized “ difficulty ” 
about the Anti-Comintern Pact prevent- 
ing some countries from dealing with 
others, while even the continuance of war 
in various parts of the world is no real 
hindrance to the solution by discussion of 
the vital problems confronting nations. 

The basis of discussion so far has been 
“the necessity for cooperation between 
importing and exporting nations.” So much 
for the idea (which apparently prevails) 
that the conflict of interests is the only 
possible method of carrying on the busi- 
ness of providing our daily bread. 

More specifically, the nations’ represen- 
tatives on the advisory committee have 
already been talking in terms of “ permit- 
ting exporting nations to share proportion- 
ately the estimated total world demand.” 
If that can be done for wheat, is there any 
good reason why it should not be done for 
other—and eventually all—commodities? 

No doubt even this concrete example of 
the possibility of a sane use of the world’s 
resources instead of conflict, economic and 
military, still leaves much to be desired, 
but it shows what can be done. 


WiTH the Spanish war apparently 

approaching its climax, the futility of 
the struggle is piercing many minds. The 
tragic truth of the matter was expressed 
by General Rojo, Chief of Staff of the 
Republican Army, in a broadcast to both 


sides last week. 

Spaniards were killing each other, he de- 
clared, mainly for the benefit of foreigners who 
would profit by Spain’s enfeeblement and ruin. 
The two Spains slaying each cther were in 
reality one, for the aspiration to supersede an 
ancient corrupt regime by something better and 
redeem the country was an ideal common to all 
on both sides of the line. 

Though ne went on to warn Spaniards of the 
folly of continuing the struggle, his words were 
over two years too late. Will the rest of the 
world learn this lesson in time? 

Meanwhile, the role of Spain in Italo-French 
relations has been further clarified this week. 
A leading article in Le Temps on Monday was 
taken by The Times to confirm “the fact, 
already reported, that the French Government 
have been seriously considering the question 
of occupying Spanish Morocco and_ possibly 
Minorca” should foreign organizations remain 
in Spain after a Franco victory. 


Mediterranean Power 


Politics 


GUCH a move blows sky-high the com- 

fortable belief that the imperialist 
democracies are peace-loving, law-abiding 
members of the international community, 
threatened by predatory dictators ; it shows 
that France is as deeply entangled in the 
system of power-politics as Italy. One is 
determined to get what she can ; the other, 
not to surrender unless compelled to do so 
by the threat of superior force. 

Thus the Duce’s refusal te negotiate: with 
France until Franco has won is seen in France 
to mean that he wants to use his position in 
Spain as a means or “extorting concessions ” 
from France. On the other hand, France 
apparently will not negotiate over Italian 
claims if she fecls sufficiently secure to refuse. 


“Humanizing” 
Dictatorshi ps 


IN French internal politics the acute 
question is whether to intervene on be- 
half of the Republicans. 


P.P.U. Chairman’s Statement 


without consulting the trade union membership. 
“If the rank and file had been consulted, the 
result would have been such as to shock the 
leaders out of their complacency.” 


After stating the position of the Spon- 
sors of the Peace Pledge Union (as re- 
ported in Peace News last week), Canon 
Stuart Morris said his own view was that 
“whatever, else might be true about this 
National Register scheme, it is neither 

eos 2° ~~ national, nor volun- 
' tary, nor service.” 


That conference 
was proof that :t was 
* not national. 


Whether ‘t was 
‘voluntary or nor, it 
‘was the charaxer of 

what they were 
’ asked to accept that 
y mattered; poison was 

poison whether you 

persuaded a man to 

take it himself or 
if beld his nose and 
poured it down his 

throat. But he had 
knowledge of the fact that the national 
service scheme was not altogether volun- 
tary even now. 

“Four members of the Peace Pledge 
Union in the same firm in a certain city 
are all under six months’ notice because 
they refused to take part in their firm’s 
air raid precautions scheme,” he_ re- 
vealed. 

Pressure was similarly being brought to 
bear on chartered accountants, dentists, 
and doctors. 

There was not one word of good will, 
which was the only title to service which 
a thing had, in the National Register. 

“T do want to protest against the official 
attitude the leaders of the Christian 
Church are taking up in this matter,” 
Canon Morris went on. “The attitude of 
‘hope for the best and prepare for the 
worst’ is an attitude we have to be on our 
guard against. I believe that attitude to 
be unsound politically and economically. 

“T hope Christians will see that the poli- 
tical expression ‘of their faith at this mo- 
ment leads them to a renunciation of war. 


i 


CANUWN mUKmIS 


I hope many individual members of the 
Peace Pledge Union will take the same 
attitude I am prepared to take, and join 


the No Conscription League.” 

Mr. Ted Morgan, chairman of the Merthyr 
Unemployed Lodge of the South Wales Miners’ 
Federation, said the unemployed people in South 
Wales were not looking to the Labour or Com- 
munist Parties, but to the fascists for a lead. 

That was why he was glad there was such an 
organization as the No Conscription League 
being formed to give a real lead. 


FRENCH SUPPORT 


Speaking in French, M. Daniel Guerin, a 
member of the French TUC, appealed to his 
comrades in England to do everything in their 
power to bar the way to conscription. The fight 
rested with them individually: they could not 
look to their leaders. 

In the discussion, a trade union delegate 
declared that although annual conferences might 
have endorsed the official Labour attitude, 
individual trade unionists had never been con- 
sulted as to their attitude. Delegates to the 
annual conference were appointed and instructed 
how to vote by the local executives. 

Referring to an unsatisfactory resolution 
against cooperation with the national register 
that had been referred back to the various 
organizations in the London Trades Council for 
their consideration, a delegate urged every trade 
unionist to try, before it came before the London 
council again on February 9, to strengthen it. 


January 27, 1939 


The 


Replying to M. Blum’s demand for a 
denunciation of the Non-Intervention 
Agreement (“or, at least, for carrying it 
out in exactly the same way as it is carried 
out by others”) M. Flandin made a start- 


ling admission. 

Arguing that intervention would lead to a 
competition issuing finally in war, he said 
France must remain neutral and recognize 
belligerent rights for both sides. He went on 
to ask for an imperial policy whic: would lead 
the country on to fresh strength, in which its 
youth would combine liberty and discipline, 
thereby rejuvenating democracy and humaniz- 
ing the totalitarian concept (our italics). 

M. Flandin seems to be made of the same 
stuff as the British Government, but the most 
ardent follower of Mr. Chamberlain would 
hardly dare admit that his goal was really 
totalitarianism. This trend results from the 
democracics’ persistence in trying to retain by 
force what tney gained by force~ie., power 
politics. 


The “Eternal Germany” 


THs was admirably put by none other 
than the idol of many advocates of col- 
lective security, M. Pierre Cot, in a debate 


in the French Chamber on Friday. 

What compromise, he asked, was possible 
between German determination to dominate the 
world and French resolution to remain a Great 
Power? 

The same debate was notable for an outburst 
by M. Philippe Henriot (a Right extremist, not 
to be confused with M. Herriot, President of the 
Chamber) against these who reproached France 
for failing to help Germany when she was 
Republican. 

There had been no Republican Germany, he 
claimed. There was only an eternal Germany 
who knew how to fit the expression of her face 
to circumstances and respected only one thing, 
force. She had become the predatory nation 
that tke world had imagined disarmed on 
November 11, 1918. When Germany was in 
question suspicion should always be the rule. 

Besides flying in the face of facts, M. Henriot 
has apparently forgotten Herr Stresemann’s 
famous reproach at Geneva. Speaking for the 
then Republican Germany, he declared that had 
he been offered some concession he could have 
won that generation of Germans- for peace. 
That he was not offered any concession, he told 
his hearers, was his tragedy and their crime. 


Pressure on Japan? 


DRESS comment in Japan on the British 

Note reveals the fear that economic 
presure may follow. The economic power 
of the democratic countries, point out 
Japanese newspapers, is very great in the 
Far East. 

One newspaper alone, the Japan Times. 
rebukes the Japanese Foreign Office for not 
making it clear that “the rejuvenation of China 
can be very well done in an atmosphere of 
international cooperation since there is room 
enough for all countries to come in for their 
share.” Jt considers that “the British attitude 
does not preclude attempts to reach an agree 
ment by negotiation.” 

If the British Government is considering the 
use of its economic power, it is clear that the 
threat to British interests has prompted it to 
do so; were the cause of peace its concern 
economic power could have been exerted long 
ago 

That power may work in two ways, however; 
it may be negative, as in the case of economic 
‘sanctions "; or positive, as :n the case of an 
offer to meet legitimate Japanese needs. Coming 
from a nation already in a favoured+¥conomic 
position, suci: an offer could be an excellent 
prelude to an “agreement by negotiation.” 

If such an agreement is sought, the require- 
ments of China must also be taken into account. 
The phrase “room enough for all countries to 
come in fcr their share,” suggests a “deal” 
between rival imperialisms at the expense of a 
third party. 

This seems to have been recognized by the 
League Council, which adopted a resolution on 
Friday recalling its previous recommendation 
that States with special interests in China 
“should examine with other interested Powers 
the feasibility of any further steps that might 
contribute to a just settlement.” 
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